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Spring Meeting of the Membership 
 

Looking ahead to 2022, we are planning a bit different format for our 

Spring meeting of the membership.  Mark your calendars for Saturday, 

May 14 at 11:30 a.m. at The Arts Garage in Port Clinton.  Book author and 

artist, Robert Kroeger will be our guest speaker to tell stories from and sign 

copies of his book Historic Barns of Ohio.  In addition, Bob will have a 

painting demonstration producing an artistic creation of one of Ottawa 

County’s historic barns.  The painting will be auctioned with proceeds ben-

efitting the Historical Society’s Scholarship Fund. 
 

Bob’s passion for painting and wanting to preserve historic old barns led 

Kroeger to visit all of Ohio’s 88 counties, capturing what he sees as a part 

of Ohio history that is vanishing to age and decay.  The paintings he created 

culminated in the 2021 publication of the book.  The barn from Ottawa 

County selected for the book is the Lowe barn on Route 2 called Tornado.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lowe barn called Tornado - painting by Robert Kroeger 
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To the Future 
By Patrick O’Keeffe 

One of the measures of an organization’s suc-

cess is how well it responds to unanticipated cir-

cumstances that arise—as they always do in any 

endeavor.  Our much abbreviated season is a tes-

tament to that. 

We started out in the spring hunkered down.  

Even the Board meetings were conducted from 

behind personal computer screens.  It wasn’t un-

til May, when vaccinations looked like they 

were about to render somewhat promising num-

bers, that we finally began to peek out at each 

other in person. 

Our first public event wasn’t until July10, and 

then the Wolcott Keeper’s House season was 

clipped to just a few weeks and only two days 

each week.  Then, once the Delta Variant raised 

its ugly head, we had to reverse course following 

the Civil War Encampment and shut everything 

down again. 

What is amazing is the enthusiasm with which 

so many of our members involve themselves in 

activities when there is just a glimpse of hope of 

accomplishing anything at all.  I’d started out 

planning that this article name everybody I could 

think of who had contributed to this year’s en-

deavors, but soon realized it would be far too 

cumbersome, not to mention risk inadvertently 

leaving someone out.  I will just note that the list 

of names I compiled with that in mind numbers 

well over thirty individuals. That’s almost a 

third of our membership! 

We are a vibrant organization.  With one leg tied 

to the ball and chain of Covid, we have been 

slogging ahead with all sorts of doings that, 

hopefully, we will be able to include in activities 

for 2022 and thereafter. 

Paul Moon has been vigorously pursuing plans 

whereby our entire community can make a big 

fuss over the 200
th

 anniversary of the appoint-

ment of Benajah Wolcott as the first lighthouse 

keeper and celebrate the construction of the 

house itself, the focal point of so much of the 

Society’s efforts in the past thirty years.  Oh, and 

by the way, celebrate the lighthouse too. 

Nancy Dunham’s ongoing insistence that as his-

torians we should be telling stories has led to 

development of the fledgling History Speaks 

group.  With the accomplishment of a couple of 

performances, it has begun to gain momentum 

and some notice in the community, which bode 

well for upcoming seasons. 

Linda Huber, fitting it in among all the other 

things she does, has been the impetus behind a 

plan to launch a scholarship program for area-

wide high school seniors.  This is part of a larger 

effort to more specifically engage the youth in 

our community in appreciation of their history. 

All of these efforts reflect a broadening of the 

Society’s focus.  In 2018, we restated our mis-

sion as, “To discover, preserve and celebrate the 

history of Ottawa County and to promote a 

heightened awareness of our local place in 

time.”  That is, while we celebrate the past, we 

must work at being an instrument that actively 

delivers our legacy to the future.   

 

Do You Like to 

Cook? 

Would you like to 

cook over the hearth 

as your ancestors did 

in 1822? 

If you like to cook, 

and especially if you 

have an interest in hearth cooking as was done in 

the 1800s, please contact Becky Shemenski at 

419-898-3852 or at: becky.f.ski@gmail.com. 

There is an immediate need for help with hearth 

cooking and a need for a fire builder, one to 

build and keep the fire at the correct temperature 

for cooking and baking during demonstrations.   

We have lots of fun demonstrating hearth cook-

ing during our events open to the public and of-

fering samples of our results! 

 

 

 

mailto:becky.f.ski@gmail.com


3 
 

 

And the Winners Are …. 

Our increasingly popular annual raffle was once 

again a great success this year, thanks largely to 

both Becky Shemenski for the nitty-gritty ad-

ministration of the event and Brennan Madison 

for once again seeing to the tickets by way of a 

contribution from his Frederick Insurance Agen-

cy. John Starcher provided a $50 gift certificate 

to Village Pro Hardware. And, of course, Alex 

Porter, who once again stepped in as our official 

ticker puller at about 3 o'clock at the Civil War 

Encampment event on October 9. 

This year, the first prize chosen out of three was 

a Ben Richmond print showing a scene inside 

the Wolcott Keeper's house that included the 

first keeper's coat and hat and fiddle with bow. 

Wendy Caperton of Wooster Ohio, ticket ending 

in number 0491, was the winner.  A teacher 

from Wooster, Wendy had walked into our 

midst that afternoon. When she learned she won,   

she excitedly said she plans to brag about her 

experience with folks in her area. She also said 

she took many photos and plans to share them 

with her friends and tell them that she found our 

event and its location to be quite a treasure. 

Scott Lamb of Amherst, ticket 0607, was our 

second winner. He chose the $50 gift certificate 

from Village Pro Hardware. Scott frequents our 

area in the summer season and was quite literal-

ly a very happy camper to have won the prize. 

Coming in third in prize choices was a signed 

copy of the History of Ottawa County -- the 

First 175 Years, won by Joan and Jim Herl of 

Catawba, ticket 0295. They reported back a few 

days ago that they're enjoying the book at their 

leisure as they winter in Florida. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 "Lightkeepers", the popular sculpture by Andy Sacksteder, 

artist-in-residence at the Port Clinton Arts Garage, now has a 

permanent plaque. The new plaque identifies the work and its 

creator, and informs visitors that it is "dedicated to the keepers 

of the Port Clinton Lighthouse". The lighthouse keepers are 

listed in the order in which they served, beginning with Austin 

Smith, appointed as keeper of Port Clinton's first lighthouse in 

1833. The plaque also recognizes the David Jeremy and Darrell 

Brand families, "without whom the lighthouse would not have 

survived." The sculpture was acquired by the Port Clinton 

Lighthouse Conservancy as the result of a community fundrais-

ing drive. The plaque was installed this past week by Masonry 

Construction. 

Revelers sit atop a mountain of push ice on the west pier of 

the Portage River with the Port Clinton Pier Light in the 

background. This undated photo, donated to the Port Clin-

ton Lighthouse Conservancy by the Port Clinton Yacht 

Club, makes clear the lighthouse was just as important as a 

gathering place for community then as it is today. 
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Note: Third of a three-part series on farming 

written by Patrick O’Keeffe in "History of Otta-

wa County---First 175 Years."  

Agriculture 

Since World War II Ottawa County has seen 

great changes in agriculture. These days, a visit 

to the County Fair reveals an absence of many of 

the old home farm exhibits. Up to the middle of 

the 20
th

 century, the evolution of agriculture had 

passed through two stages: first, as a means of 

survival for the pioneer, and second, self-

sustainability for the farm family. The earliest 

farmers here cleared a few acres of forest and 

then plowed up and cultivated the often-boggy 

land. These were followed by well-run family 

operations that could have included, at a mini-

mum, fruit orchards, nut-bearing trees, dairy, 

poultry, beef, and a vegetable garden. Changes 

in farming were slowly driven by improvements 

in agricultural technology. Farms turned more to 

specialization in fruit, hay, grain, dairy, pork or 

poultry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benton Township.  Kevin M. Fox in front of his storage bins 

and forty-foot header combine, 2015.  This combine new with 

both corn and grain headers would cost around $600,000.  

These farm implements are guided by GPS (Global Position-

ing System is a navigational system which uses satellite sig-

nals to tell  where you are and gives directions) not by the 

operator.  Photo provided by Sandra L. Zenser 

After World War II, farming increasingly be-

came involved in the global marketplace. Coop-

erative elevators were abandoned in favor of dis-

tant, larger facilities easily reached by train. 

Much of the locally grown grain was shipped 

overseas. Agricultural technology underwent 

exponential development. Today, no-till planting 

enables growing crops from year to year without 

mechanically disrupting the soil. No-till’s pow-

erful benefits offer improvement in soil fertility, 

more efficient sowing time and the decline of 

erosion.  Single-row implements have gone to 

planters that can drill 16 rows of corn and 32 

rows of soybeans in a single pass. 

 

Benton Township. In 1996 a no-till or zero tillage planting of 

soybeans over corn stubble. Photo provided by Kevin M. Fox 

The result is that in the current stage of agricul-

ture’s evolution, small family farms are mostly 

gone. Depending on its location and soil quality, 

farmland today is worth about $5,000 per acre. 

The Kevin Fox family, as an example, now 

farms 6,500 acres, which they either own or rent.  

Kevin’s motto, painted on his office wall, states 

in part, “…farming, despite hardships and dis-

appointments, is the most honest and honorable 

way a man can spend his days on this earth. I 

believe in 200 bushel corn and 60 bushel soy-

beans. I also believe that the only good weed is a 

dead weed!” 

 

Graytown.  Once part of the cooperative elevator system in 

the township.  The Luckey Farmers, Inc. elevator in Gray-

town, Ohio, and the 2015 fall soybean harvest.  Photo provid-

ed by Sandra L. Zenser 
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No doubt, a farmer from 1820 would barely rec-

ognize his counterpart in today’s fields. A team 

of oxen or a mule to hitch a plow to would have 

been a treasured possession back then.  What 

once was very labor intensive has turned high-

tech. Today, a lone farmer can plant and harvest 

thousands of tiled acres from the air-conditioned 

cab of a half-million-dollar, self-propelled vehi-

cle that he or she controls through GPS coordi-

nates, joystick at their fingertips.  Although con-

temporary technology has maximized yields, it 

has not been without problems that still need to 

be solved. Most recently, concern over algae 

blooms in Lake Erie and local streams has con-

temporary farmers looking to still further ad-

vances in technology that will enable a more 

sustainable approach. Methods that eliminate 

over-use of weed eradication and fertilizer, es-

pecially phosphorus, is highly anticipated by 

growers and environmentalists alike. 

 
Beryl Schiller plowing a field using a single row 

plow and a team of horses, c. 1923.  Photo provided 

by the Myron Schiller Family.  
 

 
 

Oral History Publication Update 

 
 

Volume VIII of the oral history publications is 

progressing.  There are a few stories still in the 

works and need to be completed before we can 

publish.   

Hopefully, the book will be ready for the pub-

lisher by January, in time for the 200
th

 anniver-

sary of the Marblehead Lighthouse celebration 

and 200 years since Benajah Wolcott was ap-

pointed as the first light keeper.  

Due to Covid our committee has not been able to 

meet or interview any Ottawa County people.  

Thankfully, I have managed to find enough in-

teresting stories to be included in this volume.  

MARTHA DYKES, EDITOR 

 

Our books make great gifts  

for your favorite history buff!! 

 

History of Ottawa County - The First 175 Years 

 
The People of Ottawa County  

oral history series  

Volume I thru Volume VII 

 
Along the Highways & Waterways 

of Ottawa County 

 
Combined Atlas of Ottawa County 1784 & 1900 

 

Historic Driving Tours 

Historical Railroads of Western Ottawa Co. 

Historical Railroads of Eastern Ottawa Co. 

 

And more....... 

See the enclosed order form 
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Please mail me the following items.         

       Shipping/     
     Price Handling Tax X 

 Item Description each each each Quantity Total 

Book Along the Highways & Waterways                                      

of Ottawa County   
$20.00 $4.00 $1.68     

Book History of Ottawa County - the First 175 Years $49.95 $5.00 $3.85     

Book Volume I:  How We Got Here, What We Did $15.00 $4.00 $1.33     

Book Volume II: Recollections and Voices $15.00 $4.00 $1.33     

Book Volume III:  Across the Townships $15.00 $4.00 $1.33     

Book Volume IV:  Threads and Textures of a Tapestry $15.00 $4.00 $1.33     

Book Volume V:  Ottawa County Through Their Eyes $15.00 $4.00 $1.33     

Book Volume VI:  Memories and Adventures $15.00 $4.00 $1.33     

Book Volume VII:  The Stories Continue  $15.00   $1.05     

Book 
Complete set of Oral Histories:                                      

Volume 1 through VII 
$105.00 $6.00 $7.77   

  

Book 
Combined Atlas of Ottawa County -                                     

1874 & 1900  NEW PRICE 
$15.00 $4.00 $1.33   

  

Book 
Historic Driving Tour Guide:  Historic Railroads 

of Western Ottawa County 
$4.00 $2.00 $0.42   

  

Book 
Historic Driving Tour Guide:  Historic Railroads 

of Eastern Ottawa County 
$4.00 $2.00 $0.42   

  

Book 
The Keeper's House -                                                      

children's coloring/activity book 
$3.00 $2.00 $0.35   

  

Book History of Ottawa County Historical Society $7.00 $3.00 $0.70     

Book Hearth Cookbook $5.00 $3.00 $0.56     

DVD 

Bicentennial War of 1812 Re-enactment:                        

The Skirmish on the Peninsula 
$15.00 $2.00 $1.19   

  

Book 
Marblehead Lighthouse on Lake Erie                               

by James Proffitt 
$15.00 $3.00 $1.26   

  

Book Lights at the Portage  by Richard J. Norgard $10.00 $3.00 $0.91     

Book 
Lake Erie's West Sister Island                                                    

by Martha Dykes 
$10.00 $3.00 $0.91   

  

Book My Island Home  by Gladys Curd McMeans $10.00 $3.00 $0.91     

Note:  if books are being picked up do not include shipping/handling charge. 

 

TOTAL   

                Please, recalculate 7% tax based on the item price only. 

    PLEASE PRINT Date     
  

Name             

Address             

City/State/Zip             

Phone   

     

       Please, make your check payable to the Ottawa County Historical Society and mail it to: 

   Ottawa County Historical Society, P.O. Box 385, Port Clinton, OH 43452 
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OCHS 2021-2022 - Memberships 
 

Life Members 
Ruth Weisenauer Doug & Linda Huber 

Becky Shemenski 

 
Patrons  ($100 +) 
Spencer Andrews '22 

Lydia Moon Barnard  

John Bayliff    

James Blum '22 

Linda L. Brown '22 
Bill & Sharon Coder '22  

Margaret Debien   

Tim Feller  '22 

Doug & Connie Focht   

Ron & Diane Gerkensmeyer '22 

John & Mary Jane Gibson '22 

Dr. Mark & Tina Hablitzel '22  

Suzanne Dempsey  

              Novotny Hartenfeld  

Skip & Ellen Honsperger '22 

Warren & Kathy Leonard  

Richard & Catherine LeSourd  

Virginia Prusik '22 

Richard & Jeannie Rice '22 

Randy & Sarah Riedmaier  

Randy & Sherri Sorg '22    

Holly Gast & John Starcher '22 

Alex & Bonnie Thomas   

Wm. & Darlene VanDerGressen 

Tom & Mary Wiseman '22 

Laura Womach & Dick Williams '22 

 

Sustaining  ($35) 
David & Sue Blankenbeker  

Jim & Judy Brower  '22 

 Bob & Cindy Grimm '22 

Marlene Gulas  

Edna Hansen '22 

Edward Hartung '22 

(Hartung Title Agency) 

Gretchen Johnson-Morris '22 

Linda Kay Kresser  

Bill Moon  '22 

Janice F. Netcher  

Bill & Jean Nicholson '22  

Oak Harbor Public Library '22 

Karen Russo '22  

Molly & Jim Sass '22 

 

Sponsors  ($50) 
Evelyn Albrecht 

Lee & Natalie Bredbeck   

Kathleen Brunt  '22 

Bob & Anne Butcher '22 

 Richard Celek   

Diane DeVries  '22 

Joanne Fleming   

Larry Fletcher  '22 

Jim & JoAn Herl  '22 

Joel & Kim Hirt '22 

Roger & Barbara Jensen '22 

Nyle  Kardatzke   

James I. Kleinhans '22   

David A. Kuehn   

Ray Lambert  

Paul & Carol Lehmann '22 

Elizabeth Moon Maloney '22 

Karin Messner '22 

David Moon  

Paul & Maria Moon '22 

Tom & Jonnie Myers-Debbink '22 

Mark & Julie Stahl '22 

Robert & Katherine  

        Steinmiller   

Richard & Susan Taylor '22  

Janet Traub & Jim Toppin '22 

Sandra Zenser  '22 

 

 

 

    Members 
Jean Alexander '22 

Dick & Jan Batke, '22 

Denise Bell '22   

Judy L. Bickley '22 

Mayor Jacqueline Bird  

Frank Butwin   

Arlene Carr  

Susan & Dennis Charvat  

Esperanza & Jordan Davenport 

Lloyd & Audrey Dayton '22  

LaVonne Dodge  

Richard & Nancy Dunham '22 

Theo & Julie Dunham   

Cheryl Grissinger Dunn   

Martha Dykes '22 

Tom & Mary Evans   

Dean Fick   

Diane Fowler '22 

Rod Gale '22 

Joseph & June Gall   

Dr. David & Pat George  '22 

Kathleen Giesler '22  

David  F. Grimm '22  

Deb Grissinger  '22 

Dr. Michael & Cathy Hablitzel  

Ron Hart & Nancy Beadle  

David Hirt  

Sue Homsy  

Lisa Hossler  '22 

Linda & Doug Huber '22 

Nancy Ihnat '22 

Kyle Johannsen   

Jill & Jerry Lawrence 

Donna M. Lueke '22 

 

Ray & Georgette Machar '22 

Brennan & Torrie Madison 

Todd Marsh  '22 

Richard Martin '22  

George McCormick  

Jane L. Milholland   

Ralph Moon  '22 

Richard Norgard  & 

 Suzy Wittenmyer '22 

Patrick & Karen O'Keefe  

David O'Neal  

Kathryn Orta   

Virginia Park   

Margaret Phillips '22 

Linda Price 

Mary Ann Robbs '22 

Dianne Rozak '22  

Arline Sabin '22 

Donna M. Schell  '22 

Linda Schlievert '22 

Carlton & Judy Schwan '22  

Susan M.  Smith '22 

Thomas Stayancho   

Janet Stephenson '22 

Brian Tanguay   

Robert & Annette Textor '22  

Sally Heximer & Rich Vedell '22  

Maddie Wiechman 

John M. Williams '22 

  

 
  
Welcome New Members 

Randy & Sherri Sorg 

Help Support the Ottawa Co. Historical Society 

Online:  Using PayPal, you can make a donation directly to the Society  

by clicking the PayPal button on our new website. 

Through purchases you make:  When you purchase items through Amazonsmile (Amazon's charity website) or 

through Kroger supermarket and designate your charity as Ottawa County Historical Society, a  portion of your 

purchase will be donated to the Society 

 

Keeper's House Donors 
Thomas & Mary Wiseman 

Kathleen C. Brunt 

Dick & Jan Batke 

OCHS Donors 
Roger & Barbara Jensen 

Scholarship Donors 
Doug & Linda Huber 
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OTTAWA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

2022- ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES - due in January of each year 

 (If your address label does not say 2022 or Life Member it is time to pay dues.) 

 

Single  $15________   Family  $25_______  

Sustaining $35________        Sponsor $50_________          Patron $100 or more $_________   

Scholarship Fund $________       Keeper’s House  $_________       OCHS $_________ 

 

The OCHS is a non-profit organization..  Your contribution may be tax deductible. 
 

Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address/City/State/Zip________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number______________________________________________________________________ 

Email_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Total enclosed_________________ Date_______________________ Check #___________ 

 

Mail to: OCHS, P.O. Box 385, Port Clinton, OH 43452 

 

  I am interested in volunteering. 
 


