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Ottawa County-America 250 (OCA-250) 
Notes of the Meeting 

March 25, 2024 
 

 
Present:  Quinton Babcock, Terri Cassell, D.J. Greenhill, Jessica Grzechowiak, Deb 
Harmeyer (online), Doug Huber, Linda Huber, Makenna Laser (online), John Mann, Brian 
Shifflet, Sheri Trusty, Robert Whitman, Jannah Wilson 
 
Absent:  David Barth, Cari Buehler 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1 p.m.  Linda welcomed and thanked everyone for 
agreeing to serve on the Committee.   
 
Purpose 
 
After introductions by Committee members, Linda provided a brief history on America-
250 celebration efforts at the federal, state, and local levels.  On March 12, 2024, the 
Ottawa County Commissioners established a volunteer Ottawa County-America 250 
committee to engage various stakeholders across the County, inspire participation in the 
celebration, collaborate with groups on joint projects, and exchange information with the 
state America-250 Ohio commission.   
 
Members of the Committee who represent specific stakeholder groups were asked to reach 
out to individuals of that group and share information on OCA-250, encourage 
participation, and determine how OCA-250 might be of help with any planned activity that 
the group might want to undertake. 
 
Proposed Charter 
 
The charter as previously distributed was adopted with one exception.  Rather than formal 
subcommittees, individual Committee members will take the lead for selected topics: 
History (Linda Huber), Community Groups Liaison (Brian Shifflet), Media/Publications 
(Sheri Trusty), Promotional Materials (Brian Shifflet and Jessica Grzechowiak).  The 
Committee as a whole will take the lead on any special events and initiatives it may decide 
to undertake. 
 
OCA-250 Infrastructure 
 
Brian indicated Shores & Islands plans to utilize their current solar eclipse infrastructure 
for the Ottawa County-America 250 project.  This includes a website listing county-wide 
events/activities as well as logo development and possible promotional activities.  Shores 
& Islands will serve as the Committee’s messaging central for events/activities listings as 
well as be the point of contact for OCA-250 general information. 
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County Timeframe 
 
The 250th anniversary is July 4, 2026.   Celebrations began in 2020, will culminate July 4, 
2026, and will end in 2027.  Events and activities will be occurring throughout the entire 
seven-year period.  It was agreed Ottawa County will focus on an eight-month celebration 
window from March 2026 through October 2026.  Individual organizations will not be 
discouraged from planning events outside that timeframe, if they so choose. 
 
Open Discussion 
 
Information was shared on two projects that Ottawa County individuals or groups may 
immediately participate in:  (1) the federal America-250 Commission initiated an 
“American Field Trip” contest for 3rd to 12th grade students providing them an opportunity 
to submit artwork, video or essay illustrating ‘What America Means to Me’.  First place 
prize is a 3 day/2 night trip to designated sites (e.g., Rocky Mountain National Park, 
Washington, D.C. Smithsonian, and Golden Gate Bridge Fort Point).  Contest deadline is 
May 17.  See their webdite at www.america250.org; and (2) the state America-250 Ohio 
Commission has launched a 4th grade ‘History Pass’ program that allows Ohio 4th grade 
students to attend participating history museums and historic sites free of charge, with paid 
adult ticket.  See their website at www.america250-ohio.org.  Linda shared the information 
with Committee member Cari Buehler and asked she re-distribute the information to the 
educational community. 
 
Several project ideas were suggested for Committee consideration:  (a) re-enactments of 
selected times in County history, (b) self-guided themed walking tours via a phone app, 
and (c) structured field trips or bus tours. 
 
In response to a question regarding funding, it is anticipated continuing grant opportunities 
will be available through the state America-250 Ohio commission as communicated by the 
Ohio Humanities Council.  In addition, local grants may be available through the Ottawa 
County Community Foundation and Shores & Islands.  Business sponsorships are a 
possibility as well. 
 
Broad-based communication with the community is essential not only to inform but to 
build excitement for the 250th anniversary. 
 
Next Meeting:  Monday, October 14, 2024 at 1 PM at Shores & Islands-Port Clinton 
office. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:15 PM. 
 
 
Submitted, 
Linda Huber 


