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From left, David Barth, Ottawa County Commissioner Mark
Coppeler, Linda Huber and Ottawa County Commissioner Mark
Stahl stand beneath the AM-250 Community flag. (Photo by Sheri
Trusty)

Ottawa County flag
raising launches local
celebration of America’s
250th anniversary

BY SHERI TRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - Several local dignitaries gath-
ered in front of the County/City Government Com-
plex Building in Port Clinton on March 6 to take the
first public step toward celebrating America’s 250th
anniversary in 2026. Ottawa County Commission-
ers Mark Coppeler and Mark Stahl raised an Ameri-
ca-250 Ohio (AM-250 Ohio) Community flag to mark
the county as an AM-250 Ohio community.

The Ottawa County-America 250 Committee,
which is organizing local celebration events, chose
the day to honor the March 6, 1840 founding of Ot-
tawa County.

“It’s appropriate to do this on the 185th anniver-
sary of Ottawa County,” Coppeler said. “The Amer-
ica-250 committee got a hold of us about two years
ago, and Dave Barth took the lead on connecting the
committee and the county.”

The commissioners expressed their appreciation
for the Ottawa County-America 250 Committee,
which is headed by Linda Huber.

“I'm grateful for the committee and all they've
done,” Stahl said. “It thinks it’s a reflection on the
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collaboration within the county.”

Huber said the flag was provided by the AM-250 Ohio Commission, and raising it
on March 6 was a way to recognize important dates in county and national history.

“March 6, 1840, was the founding of Ottawa County, so it made sense to time this
with the launch of the 250th anniversary,” she said.

The next local celebration event, “Two Lights for Tomorrow,” will be held on April
18 and 19. “Two Lights for Tomorrow” is a national initiative that celebrates Paul Re-
vere'’s famous midnight ride warning minutemen of approaching British troops.
On April 18, the Ottawa County Courthouse will join public and private buildings
across the state as it displays two lights as a reminder of the country’s history of
shining light in times of darkness.

Everyone, including municipal and county buildings and private homes, are en-
couraged to display two lights on April 18 in honor of the event. On April 19, Ohioans
are encouraged to commemorate Paul Revere’s act of service by engaging in their
own day of service through volunteer projects such as park and cemetery clean-ups,
community builds, food drives and outreach to residents of care facilities.

On Saturday, May 17, at 1 p.m., the Ottawa County Historical Society will dedi-
cate a National Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Patriot Marker at the
gravesite of American Revolutionary War veteran, Benajah Wolcott, at the Wolcott
Keeper’s House Family Cemetery in Danbury Township. The ceremony will also
honor four other American Revolutionary War veterans buried in Ottawa County:
Isaac Ambler, John Clemons, John Green and Israel Harrington.

Huber was grateful that local leaders showed up on March 6 to help launch the
county’s celebration of America’s upcoming 250th anniversary.

“It's just wonderful that we have the commissioners here. The support from them
is great. People are really starting to come together,” she said.




