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Thoughts in the Key of Life

BY RICHARD MORGAN

414s on The Deck

‘When I was about 60, we had just
recently moved into our house in Port
Clinton. It was a dump, to be sure, and
we spent over a year gutting it and re-
doing everything. It came out great.

But we lived in the house for quite
a while when it wasn't even close to
being finished. For instance, now we
have a very nice deck in the backyard.
But back then, all we had was a real-
ly bad driveway, with a concrete pad
right next to it. And that’s where this
story takes place.

It was a nice summer evening. And
I was having a drink on my driveway.
Then John, my 80-year-old neighbor
came out, and I invited him over for
a drink. Right after that, Anthony, my
30-year-old other neighbor came out,
and I invited him over also. We all sat
on lawn chairs and talked.

I made them 414s. It's a drink I in-
vented, named after our address. I
make killer margaritas. Really. But you
have to be careful. They kinda sneak
up on you. But the 414 is a modified
margarita, with some other things
added. It's a sweet drink, but very po-
tent. And therein lies the issue.

Because we started drinking 414s.
Here we were-three generations, about
30, 60, and 80. A diverse group, to be
sure. But it was a perfect summer eve-
ning. And I had the 414s right with me.
The conversation was flowing. And the
drinks were going down real easy.

Anthony’s wife texted a couple times
“When are you going to be home?”
And he replied as all husbands do,
something like “pretty soon.” Well,
“pretty soon” was not particularly ac-
curate. We were enjoying the conver-
sation and enjoying the drinks. John,
being a widower, had nobody home
to worry about him except Bruno, his
Boston Terrier. As for me, Jeanne kept
checking on us, just to make sure we
were OK.

And we WERE OK. Better than OK
actually. Because here we were, sitting
in the backyard, having good conver-
sations, and good drinks. A great night
actually.

I don’t know how many drinks we
had, but it was a few...or more. But

finally, it was time to end it. Antho-
ny went back to his house, and John
struggled back to his. A good evening,
Ithought.

But the evening wasn't over. Because
alittle while later, I noticed that Bruno
‘was outside barking. Which was un-
usual, because John never let him bark
like that. So after a while, with Jeanne’s
urging, I went to John’s and knocked
on his back door. No response. I
knocked again. Still, no response. I
stuck my head in the door and yelled
for John. And I thought I heard him
yelling back.

I decided to go in, all the while say-
ing “John, are you here?” Well, John's
house isn't very big, so it didn't take
me too long to find him. I heard “I'm
in here.” And I followed his voice to the
bathroom, and there was John. He was
in the tub, with his clothes on, and no
water. Just lying there.

Isaid “John, what's going on?”

“I'm stuck. [ can’t get out!”

Apparently, he had been standing
at the toilet and lost his balance. So I
‘went over, pulled him out, and made
sure he was OK. While I won't say he
‘was too drunk to get out, I won't NOT
say that either. As he said “Maybe just a
few too many 414s.” And he was right.

But all worked out well. He brought
Bruno back in, and I made sure they
‘were both OK.

But that was 8 or 9 years ago, and
that was the last time John did any real
drinking.

It’s just a story, about 3 guys getting
a bit drunk. But it's more than that.
There we were, three completely dif-
ferent generations, sitting in the back-
yard, having drinks together and shar-
ing conversation. Just a little thing, but
every time I think about that, T still
smile. And laugh, remembering how
John was stuck in the bathtub!

Since then, Anthony has moved
away. John has unfortunately passed.
So that night won't happen again.
Which really is too bad. But the mem-
ories of it are good.

And sometimes, memories have to
be good enough.
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AROUND OTTAWA COUNTY

Listen, my children, and you shall
hear

Of the midnight ride of Paul Re-
vere,
On the eighteenth of April, in Sev-
enty-Five:

Hardly a man is now alive

‘Who remembers that famous day
and year.

He said to his friend, “If the British
march

By land or sea from the town to-

Paul Revere’s Ride

By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

night,
Hang a lantern aloft in the bel-
fry-arch
Of the North-Church-tower, as a
signal-light-
One if by land, and two if by sea;
And I on the opposite shore will be,
Ready to ride and spread the alarm
Through every Middlesex village
and farm,
For the country-folk to be up and to
arm.”

Countdown to 250:
One if by Land and Two if by Sea

BY LINDA HUBER

Most every schoolchild remembers
these famous words of Longfellow’s
poem about Paul Revere’s ride recount-
ing the important role the Old North
Church played in the events leading
up to the first shots of the Revolution-
ary War. On the night of April 18, 1775,
Boston silversmith Paul Revere rode
to Lexington, Massachusetts, warn-
ing minutemen and households about
the approach of British forces. Behind
him, the North Church was shining the
agreed-upon code from its steeple via
lanterns to anyone in the know: “One
if by land, and to if by sea,” according
to Longfellow’s famous poem. The next
day, April 19, were the battles of Lex-
ington and Concord, and the colonists
were well-prepared.

Continuing the countdown to Amer-

ica’s 250th anniversary in 2026, Otta-
‘wa County is participating in the “Two
Lights for Tomorrow” event on April
18 and 19. A nationwide initiative, the
event commemorates that famous ride
and uses the imagery of that shining
light today as a uniting call to action for
citizens to celebrate and serve. On Fri-
day, April 18, the Ottawa County Court-
house will display two lanterns on its
third floor. Businesses and residents
are encouraged to do the same. On
Saturday, April 19, all are encouraged
to participate in a day of service with
volunteer projects ranging from park
and cemetery clean-ups to community
builds, food drives and card-writing to
residents of care facilities.

Everyone can participate and are en-
couraged to help shine a light on Otta-
‘wa County.
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