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Ottawa County-America 250 (OCA-250) 
Notes of the Meeting 

May 12, 2025 
 
Present:  Quinton Babcock, David Barth, D.J. Greenhill, Deb Harmeyer, Sara Hill, Linda Huber, 
Sheri Trusty, Jannah Wilson 

Absent:  Cari Buehler, Teri Cassell, Jessica Grzechowiak, John Mann, Brian Shifflet, Robert 
Whitman 

1.Introduction   
2.AM-250 Ohio Community Liaison Update (Huber) – Final round of grants have been 
awarded; Ottawa County received $4,750 grant for Call to Duty Salute project; no additional 
grants anticipated.  Highlights of State initiatives: (a) Third of six statewide trails being 
completed on Lake Erie, Ohio River & Canals with three remaining on Changemakers, 
Transportation, and Inventors/Innovation; (b) 250 Buckeye Train 2-day event in Dennison April 
2026; (c) River Roots Festival 4-day event along Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Ohio River in 
October 2025; (c) State Underground Railroad event in September 2025; (d) series of podcasts 
on Ohio & The Revolution. 
3. Website (Shifflet) – Shores & Islands America-250 landing page has been developed.  In 
addition, the Ottawa County Historical History has developed an America-250 page that will 
focus specifically on Ottawa County and OCA-250.  The Shores & Islands landing page is 
https://www.shoresandislands.com/america-250/ and the Ottawa County Historical Society page 
is https://ottawacountyhistory.org/america-250/. 

4.Communications & Outreach (Huber) – print media-monthly articles have been submitted; 
social media-discussion on where and how to use; presentations-Barth/Huber have made or are 
scheduled to make presentations to several groups; vendor table-OCIC ‘Experience Ottawa 
County Day’ in August. 

5.OCA-250 Committee Initiatives 
(a)History/Mystery Tour (Wilson) – planning for scavenger hunt-type event; developing sites 
(one in each township/village/city) for inclusion on printed map and website with QR link; prizes 
to be provided. 

(b)Call to Duty Salute Project (Barth) – identifying cemeteries; developing accompanying 
narrative for website link. 

(c)Countywide Picnic (Huber) – scheduled last day of County Fair on Sunday, July 26, 2026 
with free admission, free food vouchers, local entertainment, scavenger hunt and AM-250 Ohio 
provided picnic supplies;  
(d)Performances in History (Shifflet) – no report 

(e)Timeline Exhibit Banners (Huber) – developing narrative and selecting images for seven 
panels. 

6.Liaison Outreach Updates 
(a)Education (Buehler) – No report. 
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(b)Government:  

(i)Commissioners (Barth) – No report. 
(ii)Mayors (Babcock) – In addition to Ottawa County, Oak Harbor is a designated “America-250 
Ohio Community”. 
(iii)Trustees (Greenhill) – Barth’s presentation at the Ohio Township Trustee Association annual 
meeting was well received. 
(c)Businesses: 

(i)Shores & Islands (Shifflet) – No report. 
(ii)OC Improvement Corp (Grzechowiak) – Made a presentation to the OCIC Executive Board 
on April 14. 
(iii)Lakeside Association (Mann) – No report. 

(v)The Beacon (Trusty) – Reminder to submit articles to help promote planned events. 
(d)Chambers (Cassell) – The Chamber Guide publication for 2026-2027 has been confirmed.  
Deadline for submissions to be determined.   
(e)Organizations: 

(i)OC Park District (Wilson) – In addition to leading the Committee’s History/Mystery Tour, the 
District will create a series of Facebook posts on  ‘Exploring Ohio’s Natural Resources’. 

(ii)OC Community Foundation (Harmeyer) – Annual grant awards will be announced June 1 
with a June 19 award breakfast.  Will ask OCCF to explore other ways to participate in 250th. 

(iii)NPS Perry’s Monument (Whitman) – Annual War of 1812 anniversary event is confirmed 
for September 2026.  

(f)History (Huber) –  
(i) Catawba Island HS-themed exhibits, peach cobbler event, tree planting;  

(ii) Genoa Historical Society-activities as part of homecoming;  
(iii) Harris-Elmore|Genoa Libraries-collaborate on Founding Documents program with OCHS;  

(iv) Johnsons Island Preservation Society-pop up museum at Johnsons Island Confederate 
cemetery;  

(v) Lake Erie Islands Historical Society-collaborate on Lighthouse Keeper performances with 
OCHS;  

(vi) Lakeside Heritage Society-Rutherford B.Hayes re-enactment;  
(vii) Marblehead Lighthouse Historical Society-Firelands Symphony performance;  

(viii) Oak Harbor Public Library-lecture programs and time capsule opening;  
(ix) Ottawa County HS-Founding Document series, President series, School Days event; possible 
podcasts, Lighthouse Keeper performances;  
(x) Ottawa County Museum-Purple Heart Day event;  
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(xi) Port Clinton Lighthouse Conservancy-collaborate on Lighthouse Keeper performances with 
OCHS.     

(g)Misc. Organizations –  
(i)Rotary/Lion’s Club/Scouts (Wilson): engage as possible volunteers for Committee initiatives 
(i.e., History/Mystery Tour, Call to Duty Salute, and Countywide Picnic); 
(ii) CIC/TAG/Main Street PC (Shifflet): both CIC/TAG will have events and no update on Main 
Street;  
(iii)Veterans (Barth): County Veterans Services and VFW will be participating;  

(iv)Camp Perry Civilian Marksmanship Program (Barth)-developing vintage weapons day last 
week in July 2026. 

7.Countywide Events/Activities & Collaborative Projects (Huber) – in addition to events and 
activities previously mentioned:  

(a) County Commissioners-tree planting Earth Day 2026;  
(b) Lakeside Chautauqua- possible venue for State ‘Ohio Goes to the Movies’ event May 2026 
and a John Adams re-enactment;  
(c) Fall festivals 2026 in Oak Harbor and Lakeside/Marblehead;  

(d) Possible county schools sporting events themed to 250th;  
(e) Ohio Marine Trade Assn. annual boat show at CIC with 250th theme;  

(f) Mental Health & Recovery Services annual OC Community Day with 250th theme;  
(g) possible program on “Ottawa County in 2076”;  

(h) War 1812/Harrison Trail collaborative project among Seneca, Wyandot, Sandusky & Ottawa 
counties. 

8.Funding (Huber) – OCA-250 sponsorship program was launched with six (6) funding levels 
from $5,000 to $100. Five sponsorships have been received to date.  Shores & Islands serves as 
fiscal agent.  If funding permits, grants up to $500 per organization will be made available to 
help defray expense for organization’s planned event/activity. 

9.2025 Meeting Schedule –online	or	in-person	at	Shores	&	Islands	in	Port	Clinton	(Rte.	53).	

• Monday,	August	11	@	1	PM	
• Monday,	November	10	@	1	PM	

The meeting adjourned at 2:20 PM. 
 
 
Submitted, 
Linda Huber 


