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Magruder Hospital reaches fundraising goal for Oncology EMR upgrade

PORT CLINTON - Magruder Hospital and the Ma-
gruder Hospital Foundation are thrilled to announce
that they have successfully reached their fundraising
goal of $300,000 for the Oncology Electronic Medi-
cal Record (EMR) Upgrade Project. This achievement
marks a significant milestone in the hospital’'s ongoing
commitment to providing the highest quality cancer
care to patients in the communities we serve.

The funds raised will go directly toward upgrading
the hospital’s EMR system for oncology services, allow-
ing for improved care coordination, better treatment
tracking, and enhanced communication between pro-
viders. With this upgrade, Magruder Hospital will be
better equipped to deliver personalized, efficient, and
timely care to those battling cancer.

“We are deeply grateful to our community for their
overwhelming support and generosity throughout
this campaign,” said Kim Schreiner, Vice Present of
Nursing/Chief Nursing Officer at Magruder Hospi-
tal. “Reaching this $300,000 goal is a testament to the
compassion and dedication of our community mem-
bers, donors, local businesses and staff. Together, we
are making areal difference in the lives of our patients,
and we cannot thank everyone enough for their in-
volvement.”

Patient spokesperson Gail agrees.

“Ijust want to say thank you to everyone who pitched
in for the cancer EMR upgrade,” she said. “It might not
sound exciting to everyone, but it makes a big differ-
ence for people like me getting treated here. Know-
ing our local hospital has better tools now—it honestly
means a lot. You all are part of this fight with us, and
I'm really grateful.”

The successful completion of the fundraising effort
reflects the collective strength of our communities,
which came together to support a cause that touches
so many lives. Donations were received from individu-
als, families, businesses and organizations, all of whom
shared the hospital’s vision of providing cutting-edge
technology to enhance patient care.

“We believe that our patients deserve the best, and
this EMR upgrade will help us to continue providing
exceptional, compassionate care while improving the
overall patient experience,” said Laura Muller, MSN,
RN, AGNP-C, OCN, CPUI, Director of Oncology Ser-
vices at Magruder Hospital. “This technology will
streamline workflows, reduce errors, and ultimately
allow our doctors and nurses to focus more on what
matters most—our patients.”

Magruder Hospital extends its deepest thanks to all
who contributed, attended fundraising events, and
supported this vital project. The hospital looks forward
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to the completion of the EMR upgrade and the positive
impact it will have on cancer treatment and patient
outcomes for years to come.

For more information about this project, or to learn
more about how you can continue to support Magrud-
er Hospital, please visit www.magruderhospital.com
or email kpalmer@magruderhospital.com.

Is it just me?
BY MIKE SCHENK

I recently visited some long-time friends in Califor-
nia. One is retired, and one is still very involved in her
family-owned winery as an owner and ambassador.
We shared old stories and similarities in our lives. In
the conversation, CPAPS, hearing aids and doctor visits
came up. When I was younger, I remember thinking
these topics would never be addressed in my world.
Losing weight is really challenging, as what pills we are
taking often comes up. As friends come and go, tech-
nology surges on and challenges most moves, whether
for travel, dining or simply ordering on a website.

You know what? Mowing the lawn, weeding, trim-
ming or washing pots and pans remains constant.
Even reading a paper, which I still enjoy, is being
plowed under by technology. I like to read a book - yes,
a real book. The Wall Street Journal is enjoyable, and I
like holding it in my hand.

We just took a seven-day trip with 18 friends to the
Anderson Valley in California. It was a blast for all of us,
and really this was above and beyond all the trips - 11
others we have orchestrated - the most chill. We all just

got to be comfortable and laugh at situations and each
other and share stories.

Thave had to learn new terms from our granddaugh-
ter, like preppy, which is kind of like us saying groovy;
and cook, which means beat you; and lastly sigma,
which means top shelf, sort of, in her world.

On to ads, billboards, etc. - when will the food pic-
tured actually look like what you get? That juicy burger
standing tall and proud on a plate quite frankly nev-
er appears. Oh well - C'est la vie. Regarding wines and
90-point wines and reserve wines, my question is, who
does not get a 90-point rating anymore? And lastly,
when will the word reserve go back to its true meaning
as in old vines or a select hand sorted harvested vine-
yard?

See you around Ottawa County!!

Countdown to 250:

DANBURY TOWNSHIP - Ottawa County
has five American Revolutionary War vet-
erans buried in the county. On Saturday,
May 17, at 1 p.m. at the Wolcott Family
Cemetery, the Ottawa County Histori-
cal Society will dedicate a National So-
ciety Daughters of the American Rev-
olution (DAR) Patriot Marker. The
DAR marker was purchased by the
Historical Society with a grant from
the America-250 Ohio Commission.
The marker is being placed near the
gravesite of Benajah Wolcott and honors all five veter-
ans: Isaac Ambler; John Clemons, Jr.; John Green’ Israel
Harrington; and Benajah Wolcott. Please join us at the
cemetery, located approximately % mile from the Wol-
cott Keeper’s House at 9999 E. Bayshore Road, Danbury
Township. Parking is limited at the cemetery and vis-
itors are asked to park near the House and Annex. A
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golf cart shuttle service will be provided to the
cemetery for those preferring not to take the
7 to 10 minute walk to the cemetery. Both
the House and Annex will be open for
tours after the dedication.
The Ottawa County-America 250 Com-
mittee is planning a number of events for
2026 including driving tours, his-
torical performances, marker trails
and a countywide picnic. Organiza-
tions throughout the county are also
planning 250th celebrations, such
as concerts, re-enactments and lectures. Please check
periodically the websites of the Historical Society and
Shores & Islands to read more about the county com-
mittee and events in both Erie and Ottawa counties.
For more information, visit www.ottawacountyhis-
tory.org/america-250/ or www.shoresandislands.com/
america-250/.

Walleye Festival advance
ride tickets now on sale

PORT CLINTON - Advance ride tickets for the 2025
David W. Leonard Fraternal Order of Eagles #2295
‘Walleye Festival are now available. Each ride ticket is
$75 and is good for the entire Walleye Festival week-
end. The Walleye Festival will run from Thursday,
May 22, to Monday, May 26, at Waterworks Park along
the shores of beautiful Lake Erie. Quantities are lim-
ited, so please buy them early. Deadline to purchase
Advance Ride Tickets is Thursday, May 22, at 4 p.m.
Make checks payable to Main Street Port Clinton.
Cash and credit cards are also accepted. Advance
Ride Tickets can be purchased at the Port Clinton
Chamber located at 110 Madison Street.

PORT CLINTON - Port Clinton Middle School is excited to share
asignificant milestone achieved by Calleigh Fought, grade eight,
who is a member of our middle school track team. This talented
young athlete has shattered her own discus record, achieving an
impressive throw of 111 feet, 9.5 inches. This remarkable feat not
only exceeds her previous record of 95 feet, 9 inches, but it also
secures her position as the leading middle school discus thrower in
the state for the current year thus far.

WALLEYE, from Cover

ARBOR DAY, from Cover

veterans, active-duty military, and
first responders. Proceeds from the
tournament were also donated to
Patriots on the Fly (POTF), a non-
profit organization dedicated to
teaching the art of fly fishing to dis-
abled veterans as a tool for healing
and connecting to community.

Patriots on the Fly, which will
celebrate its first anniversary this
month, is currently serving 32 dis-
abled veterans in the program. They
attend monthly meetings and go on
numerous fishing outings.

Veteran Brad Kumher, who was a
POTF participant and is now a POTF
Ambassador, was a speaker at the
‘Warriors Wangling Walleye ban-
quet. He was severely injured in Iraq
when an [ED exploded under his ve-
hicle. He spent ten years in and out
of hospitals before discovering fly
fishing, which he said was the first
thing to give him joy since his inju-
ry.

“He continues to struggle, but
POTF and the volunteers have be-
come a second family,” said Warriors
‘Wangling Walleye volunteer, Lisa
Benjamin. “Since then, he has taken
off and learned about fly tying, fly
fishing, rod building, gone to guide

school and has now started his own
fly fishing guide service. He’s a true
success story for how the program
can help.”

For the second year in a row,
members of the Port Clinton Police
Department competed in the War-
riors Wangling Walleye tournament
They were Police Chief Dave Scott,
Dispatcher Bob Christiansen, Se-
nior Patrolman J.R. Cipiti and Sgt.
Ryan Yost. Scott said they came back
to shore with 30 walleye.

“It was a great day fishing,” Chris-
tiansen said. “It’s a good organiza-
tion to support.”

The tournament was greatly
supported by the community. Its
numerous sponsors included Vis-
tra Energy, McNaughton-McKay
Electric Company, the Oak Harbor
American Legion and the Port Clin-
ton and Clyde VFWs.

“And Crown Battery has always
been a big supporter,” Tim said.

Hosting the event is time-con-
suming and exhausting, but Tim is
grateful he had the opportunity to
help veterans for the last nine years.

“It's worth it because, after it's
done, you see all those smiling fac-
es,” he said.

demonstrations and the attention of chil-
dren. Spike connected with over 5,000
children and their families during his long
career.

Nelson was overwhelmed by the ceremo-
ny, which included the help of Boy Scout
Troop 361.

“It meant quite a bit,” Nelson said. “Spike
loved town, he loved people, and he loved
kids most of all.”

The community supported Port Clinton’s
Arbor Day celebration. The Japanese Cher-

ry Tree and a Silver Linden Tree, which was
also planted, were donated by Port Clinton
Elks Lodge #1718. Coffee Express donated
hot chocolate, and Saucey Slices Pizzeria
donated gift cards for the Boy Scouts. Port
Clinton Councilman at Large, Jerry Tarol-
li, and Tree Commission member, Roger
Domokos, donated cookies.

The Port Clinton Tree Commission in-
cludes Holman, Tarolli, Domokos, Ed Ur-
ban and Lisa Bodi.

ART, from Cover

“Alot of students are learning Photoshop
and Illustrator,” Gilbert said. “It's nice to see
that their art is steering in the direction the
world is steering, in some aspects.”

Genoa tenth grader, Hannah Bertok, said
digital art is her favorite type of medium,
but it was her image of a boy’s face made
with denim that won a blue ribbon in the
mosaics category. The project required her
to create a mosaic based on an image.

“It's from a show I like, so I was more mo-
tivated to do it,” she said.

Bertok entered eight pieces in the show,
some of which were based on her original
characters. One of them, a ceramics work,
‘won an honorable mention. A few were in
the digital art category.

“I like digital art because it’s easy to fix,”
she said. “It you get the anatomy off, it's easy
to switch it around.”

The show was supported by the Port
Clinton Artists’ Club, which awarded mon-
etary prizes to three Ottawa County stu-
dents, and by Wistinghausen Florist, which
loaned large ferns to be used as decorations
throughout the school.

Gilbert said inviting only schools with a
single art teacher created fair competition.

“Some of these students don’t have the
opportunity to compete in bigger shows,”
she said. “This grows their self-esteem and
encourages them to create more in the fu-
ture.”

SCAM, from Cover

The scam was professionally executed. When she ques-
tioned the caller’s legitimacy, he said he would call di-
rectly from the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Office number.

“He spoofed the number. I Googled it, and it was the
sheriff’s office number,” Evans said.

She talked to three different people, giving credibil-
ity to the call. One of the men accused her of being dif-
ficult and threatened to let her deal with the problem
on her own, with a lawyer.

“It was detailed. He had answers for everything,” she
said. “I felt like my brain stopped working. I had been
so manipulated. I couldn’t think.”

She was told to pay the $3,000 fee at an FDIC insti-
tution, and they gave her an address. She picked up
$3,000 and drove to the address, which turned out to
be a Walmart. She sat in her car and Googled, “Will a
sheriff’s deputy come get you if you fail to appear?”

The first thing that popped up was an FDIC website de-
scribing the scam.

At the same time, the caller texted her “reference
numbers” for the payment, which she realized were
Walmart gift card codes.

Suddenly, red flags overshadowed her fear and
turned it to anger.

“I started reading the information about the scam to
him, and he hung up,” Evans said. “I filed a report with
FDIC, but there’s nothing they can do.”

She also called the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Office,
which told her it is a common scam in the area. Evans
was angry and frustrated. She nearly lost $3,000 to
scammers, and she wanted to ensure it doesn’t happen
to someone else.

That’s when she decided to call The Beacon.

“If you think it could be helpful to the community,

I'm happy to share my story,” Evans wrote to Beacon
Editor Sheri Trusty. “I'd hate to see this happen to any-
one else. Maybe if people are made aware, they can
protect themselves.”

Now on the other side of the ordeal, she offers this
advice: Don’t answer any calls that say restricted. If
they want to get a hold of you, they’ll leave a voicemail.
And if you get a suspicious call, no matter what they
say, hang up the phone and call the number directly to
ensure it is legitimate.

Evans was willing to step into discomfort and tell her
story to protect others in Ottawa County. The scam-
mers may be out to get people in our community, but
we can help protect each other, like Evans did, and we
can help ourselves by arming ourselves with knowl-
edge.

“It's up to us to stop them,” Evans said.



