
Ottawa County-America 250 (OCA-250) 
Steering Committee 

 Meeting Notes 
August 11, 2025 

 
Present:  Quinton Babcock, David Barth, D.J. Greenhill, Linda Huber, Brian Shifflet, 
Jannah Wilson 
Absent:  Cari Buehler, Teri Cassell, Deb Harmeyer, Jessica Grzechowiak, John Mann, 
Sheri Trusty, Robert Whitman 
 
1.Welcome 
 
2.AM-250 Federal & Ohio Update 
 
a.America-250 (www.america250.org) 
America’s Field Trip – annual contest open to students grade 3-12 on “What does 
America mean to you?”.  In 2025, Ohio had two winners: 1st place, 5th grader from 
Pataskala with artwork, won field trip to an America historical/cultural site and 2nd place, 
5th grader from Springboro, won $500 cash award.  The 2026 contest period will open 
this October. 
 
Our American Story – launched July 28 on the National mall, is a nationwide initiative 
designed to preserve voices of everyday Americans.  The mission is to create the largest 
audiovisual archive of American stories.  Interviews are conducted by trained facilitators 
in a refurbished Airstream travel trailer that is wrapped in America250 branding and is 
hitched to a Dodge truck.  At the conclusion of the yearlong cross country project, the 
interviews will be shared across media platforms and preserved in the Library of 
Congress.  AM-250 is still accepting nominations at https://america250.org/nominate/ 
 
Non-government federal level organizations – several have launched America-250 
projects:  

• American Enterprise Institute @ https://america250.aei.org 
• The Jefferson Monticello @ https://www.monticello.org/bookclub/ 
• The Fund for American Studies @ https://tfas.org/news/tfas-to-launch-america-

250-initiative/ 
 
Grant opportunity -  The Heritage Foundation is offering Innovation Prizes, totalling 
$250,000, with a September 2 application deadline.  Applications are by invitation only 
after sending an email with brief outline of project.  More information @ 
https://www.heritage.org/a250innovationprizes 
 
b.America-250 Ohio (www.america250-ohio.org) 

• Trails – the third statewide trail was recently launched, “Lake Erie & Ohio 
Rivers”.  Ottawa County has 19 sites on the trail.  Remaining three statewide trails 
will be Changemakers, Transportation, and Inventors/Innovation.  It was 
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suggested we nominate the airport for the Transportation trail showcasing the 
“Smallest Airlines in the World”; 

• Underground Railroad Gathering – September 2025 event in Columbus with 
mission to develop ‘Network to Freedom’ locations across the state.  More info @ 
https://america250-ohio.org/underground-railroad-gathering/ 

• America’s River Roots Festival – four-day festival October 8-12, 2025 on shores 
of Ohio River in Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky showcasing river’s cultural 
influence with music, culture, cuisine.  More info @ 
https://www.americasriverroots.com. 

• Podcasts – series on Ohio & The Revolution – first was March 20 on 18th Century 
Ohio Country; second was May 15 on People in the Ohio Country.  Next is 
August 21on French & Indian War & Other Conflicts in Ohio Country and last is 
scheduled for November 13 on Revolution Begins.  More planned for 2026.  
Registration (free) @ https://america250-ohio.org/2025/03/ohio-and-revolution/ 

• 250 Buckeye Train – a two-day celebration in Dennison April 25 & 26, 2026 on 
transportation history, includes antique cars, aircraft, USO shows, educational 
activities, and historic train ride between Columbus/Dennison and 
Newark/Dennison. More info @ https://dennisondepot.org/events/250-buckeye-
train/. 

• Murals Across Ohio – Ottawa may want to consider submitting information on 
existing murals for inclusion on the State’s website map (e.g., Port Clinton’s 
Jefferson Street).  We submit information and photo.  If approved, they provide a 
12” x 12” inch vinyl version of the AM-250 Ohio logo for placement on corner of 
mural, or building with owner permission.  More info @  https://america250-
ohio.org/murals-across-ohio/ 

• Revolutionary War Veterans Graves Project – about 7,000 across the state; 
volunteers being sought to identify, document, and map veterans’ final resting 
places.  To date about 1,934 graves have been documented in 561 cemeteries. 
Participation requires downloading Survey123 app to Apple and Android devices.  
Ottawa’s five veterans have been entered in the database.  Information on how to 
participate as a public researcher @ https://www.ohiohistory.org/preserving-
ohio/history-preservation-where-you-live/revwarvet-graves/ 

 
3.OCA-250-Funding 
To date, a total of $17,500 has been received from sponsors and through grants for OCA-
250 Committee planned activities.  All items but the organizational grant initiative are 
funded.  We are continuing to pursue funding support for organizational grants. 
 
4.Communications/Advertising/Promotion 

• Presentations – Barth/Huber have completed several presentations to 
organizations identifying opportunities for participation; 

• Media – monthly articles have been appeared in area papers; 
• OCIC “Experience OC Day”- OCA-250 will have a table at the August 20 event; 
• Advertising – OCA-250 will have an ad in the 2026/27 Chamber Guide; 
• Shores & Islands – the 2026 Travel Guide will include a 2-4 page special 

America-250 section; 
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• Commemorative item – an artist from The Arts Garage has been commissioned to 
create hand-painted ornaments with the OCA-250 logo that will be provided to 
sponsors; 

• Promotional items – a supply of fridge magnets and flashlights with key ring are 
available for give-away items at events. 

    
5.Committee Initiatives 

• History/Mystery Tour (lead: Wilson) – locations have been identified; in addition 
to a physical map, the Shores & Islands Bandwango service may be incorporated 
to add a “trivia” game portion; a suggested prize is an embroidered patch. 

• Call to Duty Salute Marker Trail (lead: Barth) – 42 cemeteries have been verified 
to have veterans interred; 15 cemeteries have given permission for marker 
installation; RE a question on whether Johnson’s Island cemetery should have a 
marker, consensus was a marker should be placed at Johnson’s Island. David will 
seek input on this question from veterans organizations.  

• Countywide Picnic (lead: Huber) – with the 2025 fair now complete, will be 
meeting with the County Fair Board RE the July 26, 2026 event. 

• Performances in History (lead: Shifflet) – two performances are tentatively 
planned, one in May at Oak Harbor and one in September at Lakeside. 
Barbershop Quartet and Classical program theme is planned. 

• Timeline Exhibit Banners (lead: Huber) –  text and photos for the seven panels 
were sent to the designer and a first draft has been received; plans also include an 
accompanying brochure; a list for location-rotation is being developed. 

 
6.Liaison Outreach 
a.Education (Buehler) – no report 
b.Government –  

• Commissioners (Barth) – a status report was provided to the Commissioners on 
July 29 

• Mayors (Babcock) – no report 
• Trustees (Greenhill – no report 

c.Businesses –  
• Shores & Islands (Shifflet) – no report 
• OC Improvement Corp (Grzechowiak) – no report 
• Lakeside Association (Mann) – for John, Linda reported Lakeside has been 

selected as one of the venues for the statewide “Ohio Goes to the Movies” project; 
the event will be held in May 2026 showcasing Marblehead-born actress, Loretta 
Tupper. 

• The Beacon (Trusty) – no report 
d.Chambers (Cassell) – no report 
e.Organizations –  

• OC Park District (Wilson) – beyond the History/Mystery tour, uncertain whether 
additional events/activities need to be developed to showcase County’s natural 
resources. 

• OC Community Foundation (Harmeyer) – no report 



Page 4 of 4 

• NPS-Perry’s Monument (Whitman) – no report 
f.Historical Societies/Museums/Libraries (Huber) – see item #7 
g.Misc. – 

• Rotary/Lion’s Club/Scouts (Wilson) – RE Rotary and Lion’s Club, organizations 
are open to considering assistance on specific service projects; RE Scouts, a 
possible joint Boy Scout & Girl Scout jamboree was discussed.  David and Jannah 
will investigate further. 

• CIC, TAG, Main Street PC (Shifflet) – RE CIC, most events are invitational 
rather than open to the public; RE TAG, a collaborative TAG & schools art 
project is being investigated; RE Main Street PC, the ongoing June-July-August 
summertime events are sufficient.  

• Veterans groups (Huber/Barth) – no report 
 
7.Countywide Events/Activities & Collaborative Projects (Huber) – a Program Guide 
has been created as a PDF document available on the Ottawa County Historical Society 
website to download and print.  The Guide will be updated as information is made 
available.  The current draft has over 50 items, including re-enactments, lectures, 
presentations, tours, and exhibits.  Highlights include: 

• Founding Documents Series: Declaration of Independence, Northwest Ordinance, 
and Constitution.  RE the Declaration, the Lake Erie Heritage Foundation is 
planning a 2-day celebration on Put-in-Bay August 1 & 2, 2026 to commemorate 
the signing. 

• President Series: planned appearances by George & Martha Washington, John 
Adams, Herbert Hoover, Rutherford B. Hayes, William McKinley, and U.S. 
Grant 

• Ohio Goes to the Movies: the movie “Purple Rose of Cairo” with Loretta Tupper 
will be the OGTM feature at Lakeside Chautauqua in May 2026; 

• “Day in the Life of a Lighthouse Keeper” performances:  Brian Ellis, professional 
storyteller, on June 6, 7, & 8 at Port Clinton, South Bass Lighthouse, and 
Lakeside. 

• War of 1812/Harrison Trail: four-county collaborative project, self-drive tour of 
the Harrison Trail from Seneca County to Ottawa County. 

 
8.Misc. 

• RE a question on use of the OCA-250 logo by other than the Committee, it was 
agreed use is permitted with mutual agreement on how/where used. 

• RE suggestion on outreach to church community, Huber will follow up. 
 
9.Next Meeting-2025 (hybrid online and in-person @ Shores & Islands-West) 
 Monday, November 10 @ 1 PM 
 
10.Adjourned 
 
Linda K. Huber 
August 11, 2025 


