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Elks Lodge 1718 hosted a reverent ceremony honoring veterans in all branches of the miltary on Nov. I2. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

Port Clinton Elks honor heroes at
Veterans Appreciation Luncheon

BY SHERITRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - Elks Lodge 1718 in Port Clinton
was packed with heroes and supporters for the annual
Veterans Appreciation Luncheon on Nov. 12. A rever-
ent ceremony honored all branches of the military and
paid special tribute to local Purple Heart and Silver
Star recipient, Richard Winke.

Gene Sutton shared Winke’s incredible military his-
torywith the crowd. Winke was a private with Company
B, 32nd Infantry, when his courageous actions earned
the Silver Star recognition during an attack near Kum-
wha, Korea on Oct. 9, 1952. According to information
from a 1953 commendation article, Winke was on duty
in a company outpost when the post suffered intense
artillery, mortar and ground force attacks.

‘When three bunkers were overrun, Winke assist-
ed with a counterattack and distinguished himself by
courageously exposing himself to “vicious enemy fire.”
His gallantry contributed to repelling the enemy attack
and reflected “great credit on himself and the military
service.”

Six days later, Winke was wounded in another con-
flict, and his sacrifice was honored with the Purple
Heart.

Sutton also recognized Army veteran Bill Sorg, who
also earned a Purple Heart for his heroic actions.

“The Purple Heart is a symbol of sacrifice that speaks
volumes,” Sutton said “We thank him for his courage,
his service, and his dedication to others.”

The Elks are deeply connected to veterans.

The Elks Lodge was packed with heroes for the Veterans Appreciation
Luncheon on Nov. 12. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

“We feel very much responsible,” said Elks Lodge 1718
Exalted Ruler, Jim McKinney. “We believe there is a
Veterans Administration because there is an Elks. We
were the foundation of the Veterans Administration.”

In Port Clinton, the Elks has become a welcoming re-
treat for local veterans.

“Veterans feel at home here. They can socialize with
someone who has experienced their life and experi-
enced war,” Sutton said.

The Elks are committed to supporting and promot-
ing veterans.

“It's just a part of who we are,” he said.

The “Ottawa County Celebrates America’s 250 Years of Freedom”
exhibit can be viewed at the Ottawa County Courthouse through
the end of December. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

Exhibit at Ottawa
County Courthouse
highlights local history

BY LINDA HUBER

PORT CLINTON - The Ottawa County-America
250 Committee, historical societies, museums, li-
braries, and private organizations have planned a
number of events and activities throughout 2026
to celebrate America’s 250th birthday. For complete
information on events in 2026, a Program Guide is
available to download and print from the Ottawa
County Historical Society America-250 website page
at www.ottawacountyhistory.org/america-250.

Kicking off the celebration is an exhibit titled, “Ot-
tawa County Celebrates America’s 250 Years of Free-
dom.” The exhibit tells the story of Ottawa Coun-
ty within the context of America. Through a series
of panels, the exhibit covers seven periods of time:
“Pre-1776: A Look Around” touches on what our area
looked like prior to the American Revolution and the
people in the area. “1776-1814: Unfinished Business”
spans the time between the American Revolution
and the conclusion of the War of 1812. “1815-1840: A
County is Born” begins Ottawa County’s history.
“1841-1900: Growth Spurts” covers how the county
developed and its associated industries. “1901-1945:
‘Wars & Great Depression” spans both World Wars
and the depression in between. “1946-2025: Moving
Forward” brings the county story up to the present,
and “Post-2026: The Journey Continues” concludes
the exhibit on an optimistic note for the county’s fu-
ture. Each panel, except the last, has an “America in
Focus” section highlighting major events and mile-
stones in American history. The last panel suggests
resources to “Learn More About Ottawa County”.

In addition to an accompanying exhibit brochure,

Continued on 4A, 250

Retail Shop Coordinator Jeanne Morgan stands next to some of
the handmade ornaments and greeting cards in the TAG Retail Gift
Shop. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

TAG Retail Gift Shop
features creative
Christmas gifts ideas

BY SHERITRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - The TAG Retail Gift Shop offers
a convenient and fun place to purchase unique, cre-
ative gifts this Christmas season and all year long.
The shop, located inside The Arts Garage (TAG), sells
a wide variety of new and gently used art supplies for
adults and kids, art kits, original art, souvenirs and
more. TAG is home to the Greater Port Clinton Area
Arts Council and has a full schedule of adult and kids
art classes, talks and exhibits.

The TAG Retail Gift Shop was founded when local
artist Sandy Griffin closed her own retail shop and
brought her professional art supply stock to TAG to
sell. Art Institute brand drawing paper, watercolor
paper, and other supplies from her shop became the
foundation of TAG's retail space.

The shop also sells gently used frames and matting,
including professional 42-inch metal frames. Among
other sets, the shop currently has a gouache set, a

Continued on 5A, TAG

lan Gonya talks about the importance of honoring veterans at the
Veterans Day Ceremony on Nov. 1. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

Immaculate Conception
School students honor
veterans at annual event

BY SHERITRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - Each year, Immaculate Concep-
tion School (ICS) pays tribute to local veterans by host-
ing a Veterans Day Ceremony featuring choir and bell
music led by music teacher Gregg Fox and oral pre-
sentations given by students. The annual event Is usu-
ally held around the flagpole at the Ottawa County
Courthouse, but bitter cold weather forced the event
inside the school.

ICS Principal Margaret Drew told the crowd that
the school prays for “the great men and women who
serve.”

“We are grateful for you,” she said.

ICS students gave presentations on the significance
of Veterans Day and the importance of honoring vet-
erans. One student talked about the history of Veter-
ans Day, saying it was a day to honor those “who put
their lives at risk to protect our freedom.” Another
student said a veteran “is an amazing person.”

Continued on 5A, ICS

It was drinks and fun for these ladies at a past Port Clinton Sip &
Shop. This year’s event is on Nov. 22. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

Port Clinton Sip
& Shop to feature
nearly 50 businesses

BY SHERITRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - A decade ago, a few business
owners got together and found a way to bring a lit-
tle extra Christmas cheer to downtown Port Clinton
and help jumpstart the season for local merchants.
They created the Port Clinton Sip & Shop, and the
event, now in its 10th year, will be bigger than ever.

The 10th Annual Port Clinton Sip & Shop, hosted
by local merchants, will be held on Saturday, Nov. 22,
from10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Some businesses will open ear-
lier, and some will stay open later. The event will in-
clude the annual Tree Lighting Ceremony at 6 p.m.;
drink, food and merchandise specials at dozens of
local restaurants and shops; the chance to win great
prize baskets; and an afterparty at Three Legged Dog
Bar.

Nearly 50 businesses and organizations will par-
ticipate, and shoppers can earn tickets to win one of
three prizes:

Continued on 4A, SIP & SHOP
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Pemberville’s Christmas in the Village to kick off holiday fun

PEMBERVILLE - Looking for something to do with
the family? All are invited to stroll the streets of Pem-
berville as it hosts its annual Christmas in the Village
on Saturday, Nov. 29, and Sunday, Nov. 30. Festivities
are scheduled from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Saturday,
and from noon until 6 p.m. on Sunday.

Pemberville's lighted parade, which is sponsored by
Pemberville Independent Merchants Association, will
step off at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday evening. This year's
parade features the Eastwood High School marching
bands, twirlers, floats, walking units, Shrine clowns,
high wheel bike riders, fire apparatus and more. San-
ta & Mrs. Claus will be the finale unit atop Pember-
ville-Freedom Fire Department’s ladder truck.

The downtown will feature Christmas dignitar-
ies both days, with Santa and Mrs. Claus handing out
treats to the kiddos and posing for family pictures.
Riverbank Antiques will be the backdrop for Ebenezer
Scrooge, played by Dan Baker. Scrooge is the protago-
nist of Charles Dickens’ 1843 short novel, “A Christmas
Carol.”

Families can take holiday “Elf Selfies” at the “Beek-
er’s Bench” situated alongside one of Ohio’s oldest op-
erating general stores. Beeker’s General Store, located
in the heart of downtown, is celebrating 149 years of
business. Guests will also enjoy other interactive photo
opportunities compliments of JM Designs and Down-
town Deco.

Eastwood Key Club members will continue an old
tradition on Saturday by ringing the bell with all dona-
tions benefiting The Salvation Army Red Kettle Cam-
paign. Guests will be invited to shop and stroll Front St.

to visit locally owned businesses including The Coun-
try Cupboard, Front St. Café, The Comfy Cactus Bou-
tique, Behind the Pines, Beeker's General Store, The
Vintage Christmas Market, Riverbank Antiques, The
Greenery by Downtown Deco, Country Cupboard’s
Closeout Store and The Tangled Tinsel Christmas Re-
sale Shop. Hours vary per shop.

Christmas music will fill the air as patrons stroll the
sidewalks. Pemberville’s Opera House will be the set-
ting for this year’s Festival of Trees entitled “A Picture
Perfect Christmas.” This year’s theme will be depicted
by the decorators and their interpretation of the photo
which inspired their tree. Fourteen beautiful trees will
fill the house. Admission is $5 per person, and children
are free with a paid adult admission. Proceeds bene-
fit the Pemberville-Freedom Area Historical Society.
Tickets for this annual fundraiser are available at the
door and include complimentary refreshments and
the chance to vote for your favorite tree.

The Historical Society will also host its annual Hol-
iday Bake Sale in the Town Hall featuring a variety of
homemade treats including candies, cookies, sweet
breads and more. In keeping with Pemberville’s Ger-
man Heritage, Springerle (Anise) Cookies will be of-
fered for sale, which is a longstanding tradition. All
proceeds benefit the society’s continued restoration
and maintenance efforts.

Pemberville’s oldest frame house will be decked out
and open for free tours as well. Four local Eastwood
High School students - Brynn Sheets, Camille Foos,
Raegan Russell, and MacKenzie Chaffee - were select-
ed to decorate the Pember-Furry House nestled along

Pemberville’s East Front St. This year’s team has been
researching early life with their décor ideas focusing
on the late 1800’s/early 1900’s. These four young ladies
are believed to be the youngest to ever take on the an-
nual decorating challenge.

The One Room School will be open and decorated.
Decorations both inside and out will reflect the times
of a simpler Christmas. Smells of the past will prevail
both in the old smokehouse and blacksmith shop out
back. Guests will enjoy the demonstrating blacksmith,
creating a variety of heirloom pieces. Those wishing to
savor the flavor of the historical society’s famous sau-
sage will be able to do so, with sausage on a stick be-
ing offered throughout the day along with kettle corn
being offered downtown by Poppin George of Wood
County. Sunday, Bo Be Cakes will be offering warm
frosted cake bites from 1 p.m. until parade time. The
food truck will be located on Eisenhour’s corner lot.

Train rides for all ages will be offered on Sunday
from noon until 5:30 p.m. for a nominal fee. The Hope
Express Train will offer rides in the downtown area,
which will be adorned with outdoor holiday inflat-
ables. Sonfire by the River, located at 222 E. Front St.,
will offer holiday music selections and will host Sing-
A-Long Sunday from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. prior to the
lighted parade.

Pemberville’s Tree Lighting Ceremony will conclude
Sunday’s festivities on the lawn of Mason Park. East-
wood Band instrumentalists will perform a number of
holiday selections and lead a carol sing. All are invited
to attend. For more information, call 419-287-3274.

From Bistro 163 to Beer 30, local shops collecting toys for kids

PORT CLINTON - The holiday season is a little bright-
er this year thanks to a group of local businesses join-
ing forces with Project Noelle to make sure every child
in Ottawa County wakes up to a gift under the tree.

The nonprofit’s Adopt-A-Child basket and gift drop-
off program is now underway across Ottawa County,
helping children whose families have been impacted
by addiction. Residents are invited to stop by partici-
pating businesses, pick up a child’s wish tag, and return
with a wrapped gift —simple steps that make a world of
difference.

Project Noelle’s Ottawa County Director Lindsay
‘Wilson and Chef Dan Snyder of Bistro 163 are leading
the local effort, calling on the community to give back
in the true spirit of the season. Bistro 163, known for its
pay-it-forward mission, has become a hub of generosity

and connection during the holidays. This year’s part-
ner businesses include:

+ Bistro 163

+ Miss Mercedes Boutique

+ Miller Boat Line

+ West Harbor Dental

+ Happy Hour Inn

+ Marblehead Soap Company

Gifts can be dropped off at Bistro 163 at 1848 Perry St.,
Suite 10, in Port Clinton; Marblehead Soap Company at
417 W. Main St. in Marblehead; West Harbor Dental at
2006 E. Harbor Rd. in Port Clinton; and Beer Thirty’s
at 212 Maple St. in Port Clinton.

Residents can help by:

- Adopting a child from one of the baskets and

returning a wrapped gift by the posted deadline.

+ Donating new toys or essentials to any of the offi-

cial drop-off boxes.

- Encouraging local businesses to host a basket or

box.

+ Volunteering to wrap, sort or deliver gifts by sign-

ing up at projectnoelle.com.

“Every tag represents a child who deserves to be
remembered,” Wilson said. “When this community
comes together, the impact reaches far beyond the hol-
idays.”

Project Noelle was founded in memory of two chil-
dren lost to the opioid epidemic, and today, the organi-
zation carries that legacy forward by spreading hope,
comfort, and compassion to families in need.

For more information or to register your business as
a donation site, visit projectnoelle.com.

SIP & SHOP, from Cover

Friends enjoy a fun moment in downtown Port Clinton during a past
Sip & Shop. This year's event is on Nov. 22. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

Downtown Port Clinton will be packed with people on Nov. 22 for the
annual Sip & Shop. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

and

The Arts Garage is one of nearly 50 busi i
participating in the Port Clinton Sip & Shop. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

Grand Prize: A prize basket filled with
gifts and gift cards from local merchants
valued at $1,000 or more. The winner
must be present to claim the prize.

Second Prize: A prize basket filled with
gifts and gift cards from local merchants
valued at about $500. The winner does
not need to be present to win.

Bonus Drawing: Drop off a map for
a chance at a bonus prize. The winner
does not need to be present to win.

Sip & Shop customers will earn a prize
ticket for every $10 spent at a participat-
ing business. They must shop, eat and/
or drink at a minimum of ten different
businesses to enter the drawings. Tick-
ets and maps should be dropped off at
Three Legged D<lg Bar, located at 116

Madison St. in downtown Port Clinton,
by 8 p.m.

Among the participating shops will
be Unique, a popular antique and vin-
tage shop which will offer refreshments,
and The Arts Garage (TAG), which fea-
tures the work of some of the area’s most
skilled artists. The Potters on Parade
exhibit will be on display at TAG, and
shoppers can find many ideas for cre-
ative Christmas gifts handmade by local
artisans. The TAG Retail Gift Shop, locat-
ed inside TAG, sells everything from art
kits and art supplies to Christmas orna-
ments and greeting cards.

Kelly Rigoni is co-owner of the North-
ern Exposure gift shop in downtown
Port Clinton and is one of the founders

250, from Cover

visitors will have an opportunity to play
“Ottawa County Jeopardy.” Contes-
tants have a chance to enter a drawing
to win several prizes, including a Lake-
side Chautauqua summer experience
package, Schedel Arboretum & Gardens
family membership, and Ottawa Coun-
ty Chambers of Commerce gift basket.
Contestant forms with game details are
available while the exhibit is on display
at various locations. The drawing will
take place in December, 2026, and win-
ners need not be present.

The current exhibit schedule is De-
cember, 2025, at the Ottawa County
Courthouse. In 2026: January at Oak
Harbor Public Library, February at Ida
Rupp Library Marblehead, March 1-15
at Riverview Healthcare Campus Oak
Harbor, March 16-31 at Otterbein Se-
nior Life Campus Danbury, April 1-30 at
Harris-Elmore/Genoa Library in Genoa,

May 1-31 at Liberty Aviation Museum,
June 1-30 at Shores & Islands West, July
1-17 at Lakeside Chautauqua, July 19-27 at
Ottawa County Fairgrounds Oak Har-
bor, August 1-September 8 at Lake Erie
Islands Historical Society on Put-in-Bay,
September 9-30 at Ida Rupp Library Port
Clinton, October 1-31 at Ottawa Coun-
ty Courthouse, November 1-30 at Har-
ris-Elmore/Genoa Library in Elmore,
and December 2026 location to be deter-
mined.

The exhibit was created by the Ottawa
County-America 250 Committee in co-
operation with the Ottawa County Mu-
seum and a grant by the Ottawa County
Community Foundation.

Please visit the Ottawa County Histori-
cal Society America-250 website page for
an updated Program Guide, including
exhibit schedule.

of Sip & Shop. She said the after party is
held at a different location each year to
highlight local businesses.

“We chose Three Legged Dog Bar be-
cause it would be great for everyone to
discover this new place in town,” Rigoni
said.

The Sip & Shop founders had no way
of knowing that the event would still be

around ten years later.

“I think it lasted so long because we
made it a homespun-style event,” Rigo-
ni said. “We asked ourselves what was
missing in downtown Port Clinton, and
we brought the Christmas tree back and
created Sip & Shop.”

For more information, visit the Port
Clinton Sip & Shop Facebook page.

s

Non-Profit, Supervised
Visitation Center in Port Clinton
“The Ottawa County Experience!”

TOP 3 DONATIONS

1812 Food and Spirits, Port Clinton: Family 4 pack
pool membership for 2026 season, $650 Value

Island Transportation, Put-in-Bay: Family 4 pack of tickets to
Butterfly House, Perry Caves, Putt-Putt Golf and Train Ride, $204 Value

Commodore Perry Inn, Port Clinton: 2 Night Stay at Hotel,
$199 Value *restrictions apply

Many other gift cards with a total value of $1500 and growing every day!

Drawing date for ONE lucky winner to win ALL prizes: Dec 15, 2025
(Winner does not need to be present to win)

\_ All proceeds will benefit Joyful Connections. Call 567-262-3181 for tickets! J

RAFFLE!
TICKETS
Available Nov 1-Dec 12, 2025
$5 Each or 5 for $20



Linda  Huber


