AROUND OTTAWA COUNTY

Ottawa County celebrates America’s
250th anniversary with local events

OTTAWA COUNTY - America’s 250th anniversary
celebration is coming to the region with events tied to
Ottawa County. The Oak Harbor Public Library is cel-
ebrating America’s 250th with a number of Saturday
programs and special exhibits. For the month of Feb-
ruary, the Local History Museum, located inside the
, will display items and artifacts made in Oak
Harbor.

The traveling exhibit, “Ottawa County Celebrates
250 Years of Freedom,” will be on display in February
at the Marblehead Peninsula Branch of Ida Rupp Public
Library. Along with the exhibit is the “Ottawa County
Jeopardy” game that gives participants the opportuni-
ty to enter a drawing for several prizes.

Statewide initiatives include the America-250 Ohio
“Trails & Tales” project, which launched the fourth
statewide trail, the “Innovation” trail. The Ottawa
County Museum in Port Clinton is the only site in the
county on the Innovation trail. It will showcase exhib-
its on the BIRO Manufacturing Company’s meat cut-
ting saw and Dan Galbincea’s Erie Dearie walleye lure.

The fifth statewide trail, “Transportation,” is sched-
uled to launch in March. County submissions on the
trail include the Liberty Aviation Museum to highlight
airplanes, the Elmore Train Depot Museum to high-
light trains, and Harris-Elmore Library to highlight the
Elmore car.

Bren Clixby and Douglas Lee bring bold art to TAG

PORT CLINTON - The Greater Port
Clinton Area Arts Council is excited to
present an exhibit by Bren Clixby and
Douglas Lee at The Arts Garage (TAG) on
Feb. 5 through March 1. A reception will
be held at TAG on Friday, Feb. 6 from 6 to
8 p.m. The reception is free and open to
the public.

Alifelong doodler, Clixby began study-
ing and copying images, teaching herself
how to recreate what she saw. Her early
interest and the support of high school
art teachers fueled her passion, and over
the years she became one of the most
recognized artists in the Toledo area and
beyond.

After stepping away from painting for
nearly 20 years while raising a family
and building a career in marketing and
graphic design, Clixby retired and re-
turned to her painting passion, and she
continues to evolve artistically.

Artful Chairs is a Clixby project that
transforms old, discarded chairs into
one-of-a-kind works of art. Some piec-

es are reimagined through paint alone,
while others incorporate additional
forms and elements, turning everyday
furniture into expressive sculptural
statements.

In collaboration with her partner,
Douglas Lee, they create intriguing and
unconventional sculptures made from
repurposed “good junk.” Together, they
transform discarded metals, glass, wood,
and stone into meaningful and dynam-
ic artworks, bringing elements of the
earth back to life in new and unexpected
forms. They both design the pieces, and
over the past year they've become en-
thusiastic scroungers, wandering scrap
yards, flea markets, and second-hand
stores, and even rescuing forgotten trea-
sures from the curb on junk day.

Their work can be viewed at brenclix-
by.com. This show promises to appeal to
a wide group of art enthusiasts and fas-
cinate all emotions. TAG is located at 317
W. Perry St. in Port Clinton and is open
Thursday-Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The bold art of Bren Clixby and Douglas
Leeis on display at TAG. (Submitted
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Fremont Elite Runners Club
to have third annual Presidents’
Day 5K at Spiegel Grove

Runners and walkers can don patriotic and presidential costumes
for the Presidents’ Day 5K at Spiegel Grove. (Submitted photo)

FREMONT - Put on your favorite patriotic and presiden-
tial garb and run or walk the Presidents’ Day 5K on Satur-
day, Feb. 14, at the Hayes Presidential Library & Museums.

The Fremont Elite Runners Club is organizing the third
annual Presidents’ Day 5K, which begins at 10 a.m. Regis-
tration is from 8:30 to 9:45 a.m. in the museum.

Preregistration is available online at www.Runsignup.
com or www.fremonteliterunnersclub.com or by U.S.
mail. Preregistration costs $25 and must be done by Fri-
day, Jan. 30.

Those who preregister will receive a race T-shirt in the
size they prefer. A $2 fee is added for size XXL shirts.

Day-of registration costs $30. The runners club gener-
ously donates proceeds from the run to Hayes Presidential.

Runners and walkers are welcome.

The race, which is 5 kilometers or 3.1 miles, begins at the
entrance to the museum and will follow a course in the
area. Prizes will be awarded for first-place finishers in the
men’s and women’s category and for the best costume.

The first 100 registered participants will receive a par-
ticipation gift. Refreshments will be served in the audito-
rium.

On the morning of the run, the main entrance to Spie-
gel Grove will be closed from 9:45 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. The
Jefferson Gate off Hayes Avenue will instead be used for
vehicle traffic during that time.

Hayes Presidential is located at Spiegel Grove on Buck-
land Avenue.

For information, call 419-332-2081, or visit rbhayes.org.

Habitat for Humanity of Ottawa County seeking
community support for Critical Home Repair Fund

PORT CLINTON - Hab-

for help,”

said a Habitat

itat for Humanity of Ot-
tawa County is asking the
community to help sup-
port its Critical Home Re-
pair Fund, which provides
essential home repairs for
local seniors and individ-
uals with disabilities who
are struggling to remain
safe and healthy in their
homes.

In recent years, Habi-
tat for Humanity of Ot-
tawa County has assisted
dozens of residents with
critical needs such as fur-
naces, plumbing, acces-
sibility ramps, and other
health and safety-related
repairs.  Unfortunately,
grant funding that previ-
ously supported this work
has now been exhaust-
ed, while the need in the
community continues to

currently have
many neighbors waiting

representative. “These are
seniors and individuals
‘with disabilities who want
to age in place, stay inde-
pendent, and remain part
of the neighborhoods they
love. Without assistance,
many face unsafe or un-
healthy living conditions.”

Habitat for Humanity of
Ottawa County maintains
a separate Critical Home
Repair Fund, and 100% of
all donations to this fund
are used exclusively for
critical home repairs. Ev-
ery dollar stays right here
in Ottawa County, help-
ing local residents remain
safely housed while also
strengthening neighbor-
hoods and preventing
further home deteriora-
tion.

Community members
can support this work in
several ways:

Donate online at www.

habitatottawacounty.org
by selecting Home Repairs
(one-time or recurring
donations available)

Mail or drop off dona-
tions at Habitat for Hu-
manity of Ottawa Coun-
ty’s office at

1600 E. Perry St.,
Clinton, OH 43452

For questions or addi-
tional information, please
call 419-734-7074.

Habitat for Humanity of
Ottawa County has been
serving the community
since 1994 and remains

Port

committed to helping
neighbors live safely, with
dignity, and in the homes
they call their own.
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