
Ottawa County-America 250 (OCA-250) 
Steering Committee 

 Meeting Notes 
February 9, 2026 

 
Present:  David Barth, Teri Cassell, D.J. Greenhill, Deb Harmeyer, Linda Huber, John 
Mann, Brian Shifflet, Sheri Trusty, Robert Whitman, Jannah Wilson 
Absent:  Quinton Babcock, Cari Buehler, Jessica Grzechowiak 
 
1.Welcome – last meeting of OCA-250 Committee; sincere thanks to all for participating 
in this two-year project. 
 
2.County Participation - Federal & Ohio Initiatives (Huber) 
 
a.Federal: America’s Field Trip – Deadline for the last contest is March 30, 2026.  
Information distributed to schools but no contestants are anticipated. 
 
b.State: 
• 4th Grade Pass Area Museums – several local museums registered for the program; 
• American Revolutionary War veterans database – information on the County’s five 

veterans entered in the statewide system; 
• Heritage Tree Planting – County white oak tree to be dedicated on Tuesday, April 21 

at 11 am at the courthouse;  
• Homecoming Picnic – State supply of picnic kits for use at County community picnic 

Sunday, July 26 at fairgrounds; 
• Murals Across Ohio – Several County murals in statewide system, including barn quilt 

block trail sites, Port Clinton and Oak Harbor; 
• Ohio Goes to the Movies – County venue is Lakeside with two events---May 21 and 

September 12; 
• Trails & Tales – four of six State trails completed with County sites on all four; 

anticipate County sites to be included in remaining two---transportation and 
changemakers; 

 
c.Cincinnati Art Works – Tuskegee Airmen murals to be completed in Toledo, Cincinnati 
and Cleveland; anticipates Harold Brown will be featured. 
 
d.Five-County “Tracking the Troops”trail – collaborative project with Wyandot, Seneca, 
Sandusky, Wood and Ottawa to follow William Henry Harrison military trail; launch 
April 1 in Upper Sandusky. 
 
3.Ottawa County 2026 Program Guide – Available for download and print from 
Ottawa County Historical Society website America-250 page with final edition in March.  
Link:  www.ottawacountyhistory.org/america-250/.  Events entered in Shores & Islands 
website Calendar of Events page.   
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4.Funding/Sponsor Reception – sponsorships and grants fully funded Committee’s 
projects; a sponsor-only reception to be held Tuesday, July 14 from 5:30 pm – 7 pm at 
The Arts Garage to thank sponsors, provide commemorative item, and meet TAG artist, 
Sandy Griffin, who created the commemorative item; Committee members welcome to 
attend. 
 
5.Communications/Advertising/Promotion 
 
• Communications – monthly articles in papers highlighting upcoming events; ABC 13-

Action News television coverage of History/Mystery Trail; 
• Advertising – full page ad in 2026/27 Chamber Guide; periodic ads in The Beacon and 

Suburban Press; 
• Promotion – special wrap around events for Committee activities---History/Mystery 

trail launch at Shores & Islands in January with additional events planned during the 
year and three Call to Duty Salute trail dedications. 

   
6.Committee Initiatives 

• Timeline Exhibit (lead: Huber) –  banners on display monthly at different venues 
throughout the county and accompanying “Ottawa County Jeopardy” game with 
chance to win donated prizes; 

• History/Mystery Trail (lead: Wilson) – launch January 5 at Shores & Islands-West 
well attended with 90 current users on Bandwango; three additional on-site 
promotional events---Spring Oak Harbor, Summer Genoa and Fall Put-in-Bay; 

• Call to Duty Salute Marker Trail (lead: Barth) – marker installations at 34 
cemeteries in March/April; three dedication ceremonies---May 16 at Harris-
Elmore Union Cemetery, August 19 at Catawba Island Cemetery, and November 
11 at Sackett Cemetery with VFW and/or American Legion participating; Ottawa 
County Historical Society website hosts trail with information on cemeteries, 
notable veterans, military monuments, and major U.S. conflicts.   

• Performances in History (lead: Shifflet) – quartet performances at two senior 
centers---May at Riverview and September at Otterbein. 

• Countywide Picnic (lead: Huber) – County fair last day July 26; $10 food 
vouchers while supply lasts; music by Jerry Popiel; balloon maker Danimal 
Entertainment; dedication “Citizen Farmer” historic marker; display timeline 
exhibit; raffle prizes and give-away items from AM-250 Ohio “picnic kits”. 

• Ottawa County 2076 – roundtable discussion at Port Clinton High School with 
student participation; 

• Video – Ottawa County Historical Society production of “2026 in Review” for its 
YouTube channel recapping entire year activities and events. 

 
7.Liaison Outreach 
a.Education (Buehler) – no report 
b.Government –  

• Commissioners (Barth) – periodic Commissioner update meetings; coordinating 
participation at various scheduled events; 

• Mayors (Babcock) – no report 
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• Trustees (Greenhill) – no report 
c.Businesses –  

• Shores & Islands (Shifflet) – monthly history talks on last Tuesday at 5 pm at 
Shores & Islands-Sandusky 

• OC Improvement Corp (Grzechowiak) – no report 
• Lakeside Association (Mann) – two “Ohio Goes to the Movies” programs:  May 

21 at 7:30 pm in Orchestra Hall showing “Purple Rose of Cairo” and September 
12 at 2 pm showing “Anastasia”; Lakeside season with weekly regional themes; 
several President re-enactors---John Adams, Herbert Hoover, and Abraham 
Lincoln with Heritage Society adding Rutherford B. Hayes and William 
McKinley 

• The Beacon (Trusty) – articles to local/regional papers and promote television 
coverage for selected events 

d.Chambers (Cassell) – Chambers gift basket for Jeopardy game prize provided by 
December drawing. 
e.Organizations –  

• OC Park District (Wilson) –annual fall Hiking Challenge September-November 
themed to 250th 

• OC Community Foundation (Harmeyer) –no report 
• NPS-Perry’s Monument (Whitman) – participating in “Tracking the Troops” self-

drive tour with launch April 1 in Upper Sandusky; Declaration-250 August 1-2 
events; and PIB Historic Weekend September 11-13. 

f.Historical Societies/Museums/Libraries (Huber) – numerous listings in the 2026 
Program Guide; Ida Rupp Library announced bookmark design contest for youth 17 and 
younger based on theme---“What Does America Mean to You”. 
g.Misc. – 

• Rotary/Lion’s Club/Scouts (Wilson) – no report 
• CIC, TAG, Main Street PC (Shifflet) – no report 
• Veterans groups (Barth) – participation at Call to Duty Salute dedication 

ceremonies. 
 

8.Misc. – no further Committee meetings; informal luncheon January 2027 with details to 
follow. 
 
9.Adjournment 
 
Linda K. Huber 
February 12, 2026 


