
BY SHERI TRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - Port Clinton Elks Lodge #1718 in-
vites local veterans and their spouse or significant oth-
er to a free Veterans Reunion event on Flag Day, Sun-
day, June 14, at 5 p.m. The event will be held at the Elks 
Lodge, located at 231 Buckeye Blvd. in Port Clinton, and 
will include a free picnic-style meal and a brief cere-
mony honoring veterans from every branch of service.  

“We want to honors veterans,” said Port Clinton Elks 
member, John Morgan. “We wanted to do this on a day 
that isn’t Veterans Day, when so many places honor 
them. We wanted to find a different day of the year to 
thank them.”

The event was designed to recognize veterans for 
their service and to create the opportunity to make 
connections with other veterans. 

“We want it to start conversations,” Morgan said. 
Supporting veterans is a foundational tenet of the 

Elks. That support is expressed through fundraising 
efforts and events like the Veterans Reunion. 

“The Elks is very dedicated to veterans. That’s why we 
wanted to do something outside the typical Veterans 
Day event,” Morgan said. 

The meal is free to veterans and their guest, but  

registration is required by calling the Elks Lodge at 419-
734-1900 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. Please leave a message if no one answers. Dead-
line to register is Friday, June 5.

BY SHERI TRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - Sometimes history begets history. 
On April 21, several dignitaries gathered at the Ottawa 
County Courthouse for the “Ottawa County Heritage 
Trees: Planting History Dedication Ceremony” in cel-
ebration of America’s 250th anniversary. The ceremo-
ny marked the planting of a Swamp White Oak as part 
of the AM-250 Ohio Heritage Trees initiative that will 
plant White Oaks in every Ohio county. 

But the story behind the story began when Ottawa 
County building and grounds workers began digging 
the hole for the White Oak prior to the ceremony. As 
they dug into the ground in the small spot they chose 
for the tree, they encountered an old brick with rem-
nants of mortar still clinging to its edges. It is believed 
the brick is from the original courthouse, which was 
built around 1840, that was replaced by the current, 
circa 1901 courthouse. 

“We have a picture of fellas sitting around the court-
house lawn cleaning mortar off of bricks from the 
old courthouse,” said Ottawa County Museum Cura-
tor, Peggy Debien. “We know they did use some of the 
bricks from the old courthouse for the new courthouse, 
so that’s probably what it was from.”

Museum volunteer, Chuck “Chazz” Avery, said that, 
among other places, the old bricks were used for the 
interior of the courthouse belltower and can still be 
seen today. 

The discovery of the brick on the small spot of court-
house lawn they chose for the tree was ironically as-
tonishing, especially considering the event marked 

the historically significant 
Ohio anniversary. 

“It was neat to come 
across it when we were 
digging,” said Tom Losie, 
the Facilities Supervisor 
for Ottawa County. 

Ottawa County Com-
missioner Mark Stahl, 
who spoke at the event, 
has the brick in his office 
inside the courthouse, 
where it sits as a tangible 
reminder of the ongoing 
connection between gen-
erations in the commu-
nity. 

Other speakers at the 
event were America 250-
Ohio Ambassador Michael 
Dylan Brennan and Otta-
wa Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District Program Ad-
ministrator, Mike Libben. 
The event was emceed by 
Ottawa County-America 250 Cochair and Park District 
of Ottawa County Executive Director, Jannah Wilson. 
The ceremony was organized by Wilson and the oth-
er Ottawa County-America 250 cochairs Linda Huber 
and Brian Shifflet. 
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Ottawa County Senior Resources Program Coordinator, Kim 
Sedlak, left, and Director Tory Thompson work hard with a team 
of staff and volunteers to improve the lives of local senior citizens. 
(Photo by Sheri Trusty)

Ottawa County Senior Centers:  
A year-round hub for connection, 

support, and fun

A Swamp White Oak was planted at the Ottawa County Courthouse in celebration of America’s 250th anniversary. In back are, from left, 
America 250-Ohio Ambassador Michael Dylan Brennan, Ottawa County Commissioner Donald Douglas, Ottawa County Commissioner Mark 
Stahl, and Ottawa Soil & Water Conservation District Program Administrator, Mike Libben. In front is Park District of Ottawa County Executive 
Director, Jannah Wilson. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

This brick, which is believed 
to be from the original county 
courthouse, was discovered 
when county workers dug a 
hole for the Heritage Tree that 
was planted in celebration of 
America’s 250th anniversary. 
(Photo by Sheri Trusty)

Workers discover surprise hidden in dirt 
during tree planting at courthouse

BY TORY THOMPSON, OTTAWA COUNTY SENIOR 
RESOURCES DIRECTOR

OTTAWA COUNTY - With the arrival of warmer 
weather, many are eager to get out and enjoy summer 
events. But for older adults in Ottawa County, the local 
senior centers offer opportunities to connect, engage, 
and thrive!all year long.

Operated by! Ottawa County Senior Resources, the 
county’s three senior centers provide welcoming spaces 
for social interaction, educational programs, recreation-
al activities, and a hot, nutritious meal!Monday through 
Friday. Each center serves multiple communities:

• Ed Griswold Senior Center!– Serving Genoa and El-
more residents

• Port Clinton Senior Center! – Serving Oak Harbor 
and Port Clinton residents

• Danbury Senior Center!– Serving Marblehead and 
Lakeside residents

Additionally, a senior center at!Put-In-Bay, run by the 
Put-In-Bay Township Trustees, partners with Ottawa 
County Senior Resources to offer programs and activi-
ties to local residents and visitors alike.

“Our senior centers are more than just a place to en-
joy a meal,” said Executive Director of Ottawa County 
Senior Resources, Tory Thompson. “They’re places to 
build friendships, participate in engaging activities, and 
access supports that help older adults live independently 
and confidently in their communities.”

UPCOMING SUMMER EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Senior Day at the Ottawa County Fair – July 22: Se-
niors 60 and older enjoy! free admission, a free donut 
and coffee, lunch, and a grab bag for the first 250 se-
niors in attendance. Attendees can enjoy!golf cart rides 
into the fair, live entertainment, and!health screenings, 
while also learning more about Ottawa County Senior 
Resources programs.

Senior Trips: Coming up, seniors can enjoy a!Mud-
hens game on June 30. Stay tuned for more travel and 
outing opportunities throughout the summer.

Whether attending an event or visiting a local senior 
center, Ottawa County seniors can explore a 

Port Clinton Tree Commissioner Chairman Larry Holman leads the 
2026 Arbor Day Ceremony at Lakeview Park on April 24. (Photo by 
Sheri Trusty)

Six trees planted on Arbor Day; 
many more coming thanks to 

$750,000 in grant funding 
BY SHERI TRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - Six newly planted trees, dedi-
cated Port Clinton Tree Commission members, and 
a bundle of adorable Girl Scouts from Troop 1062 
marked the City of Port Clinton 2026 Arbor Day Cer-
emony at Lakeview Park on April 24. Rain poured 
around the park’s shelterhouse, but it couldn’t stop 
the celebration of trees inside. 

The Tree Commission members are Chairman 
Larry Holman, Jerry Tarolli, Roger Domokos, Lisa 
Bodi, and Ed Urban. Holman emceed the ceremony, 
which included essays about trees from Girl Scouts 
Halli Boger, Audrey Blumensaadt, Tenley Chaffin, 
and Charlotte Ward. Each girl gave an incredibly 
informative and entertaining speech about a differ-
ent tree species, and they received gift cards from 
Sloopy’s Pizza as a thank you. 

Due to the efforts of the Tree Commission, Port 
Clinton has been designated a Tree City USA since 
1989. The commission is committed to ridding the 
city of dead trees and planting new ones to support 
beauty and health in the community. Thanks to the 
monetary support of the Friends of Port Clinton 
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Port Clinton Elks invite veterans to free dinner on June 14

Payton Wadsworth won the 3rd 
singles title at the April 25 SBC 
Bay Tournament. (Photo by Joe 
Miller)

Alex DeFreitas, left, and Aero 
Wymer won the 2nd doubles 
title at the April 25 SBC Bay 
Tournament. (Photo by Joe Miller)

Port Clinton boys tennis hosts – and shines at – SBC Bay Tournament on April 25
BY COACH JOE MILLER

It was a great day to be a Redskin at the SBC Bay 
Tournament here in Port Clinton! Here are some of the 
highlights from the April 25 tournament:

Three SBC champs! Payton Wadsworth won the!3rd 
singles title, and Alex DeFreitas/Aero Wymer won the 
2nd doubles title!!

Our entire varsity team earned 1st or 2nd Team All-
SBC honors.

Redskins in championship matches in four of the 
five flights.!

Here are the full results:
• 1st Singles Flight - Kai Weit
• Third Place | Second Team All-SBC Bay
• 1st round - Defeated Vermilion’s!Anders 6-0, 6-1
• Semifinal - Lost to Willard’s Schag 6-3, 6-0

Continued on Page 4A, TENNIS
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THURSDAY, APRIL 30

Family Planning, Well Child, and STD, 8 
to 10:30 a.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton 

60+ Clinic, 8 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
Registration required, 419-734-6800
Hosted by Ottawa County Health 
Department at Danbury Senior Center
8470 East Harbor Rd., Marblehead

Sit to Be Fit, 10:30 a.m.
Danbury Senior Center
8470 East Harbor Rd., Marblehead

Adult Swim, 11 a.m. to Noon
Oak Harbor High School
11661 W St. Rte. 163, Oak Harbor

Lunch & Learn, 11 a.m.
Featuring Cathy Boldt from
Area Office on Aging
Topic: Healthy Eating
Elliston Zion UMC
18045 W. William St., Graytown

Storm season preparedness, Noon
With Rachel from the Red Cross
Ed Griswold Senior Center
514 Main St., Genoa

TB Clinic, 3 to 4 p.m.
No Appointment Necessary
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton 

FRIDAY, MAY 1

Immunization Clinic, 8 a.m. to Noon
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton

Strength Training, 9 a.m.
Put-in-Bay Senior Center
195 Concord Ave., Put-in-Bay

Adult Chair Yoga, 9:30 a.m.
Harris-Elmore Public Library
328 Toledo St., Elmore

Coffee Social, 10 a.m.
Put-in-Bay Senior Center
195 Concord Ave., Put-in-Bay

Coffee and Chat, 12:30 p.m.
Danbury Senior Center
8470 East Harbor Rd., Marblehead

Pinochle, 1 p.m.
Oak Harbor Public Library
147 W Main St., Oak Harbor 

SATURDAY, MAY 2

Catawba Island Community Garden 
Orientation & Garden Opening, 9 a.m.
John Braun Park
2370 NE Catawba Rd., Port Clinton

Ottawa County Community Day, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Ottawa County Fairgrounds
7870 W. SR 163, Oak Harbor

Chair Yoga, 10 a.m.
With Donna Lueke
Train Station
710 Central Ave., Lakeside

SUNDAY, MAY 3

Community Worship Service, 10:30 
a.m.
With Rev. Richard Thewlis
Lakside United Methodist Church
650 Central Ave., Lakeside

MONDAY, MAY 4

WIC (Women, Infants, Children) Clinic, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton

YWCA Presents: Child Care 
Program Support, 9 a.m.
Genoa Branch Library
602 West St., Genoa

Strength Training, 9 a.m.
Put-in-Bay Senior Center
195 Concord Ave., Put-in-Bay

Coffee Social, 10 a.m.
Put-in-Bay Senior Center
195 Concord Ave., Put-in-Bay

Gardening 101, 1 p.m.
Presented by River Bend Homestead
Hosted at Ida Rupp Public Library
310 Madison St., Port Clinton

TUESDAY, MAY 5

WIC (Women, Infants, Children) Clinic, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton

TB Clinic, 3 to 4 p.m.
No Appointment Necessary
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton 

60+ Clinic, 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Registration required, 419-734-6800
Hosted by Ottawa County Health 
Department
Hosted at Ed Griswold Senior Center
514 Main St., Genoa

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.
Oak Harbor Public Library
147 W Main St., Oak Harbor

Sit to Be Fit, 10:30 a.m.
Danbury Senior Center
8470 East Harbor Rd., Marblehead

Adult Swim, 11 a.m. to Noon
Oak Harbor High School
11661 W St. Rte. 163, Oak Harbor

Marblehead Peninsula Writing Group, 
6 p.m.
Marblehead Peninsula Branch Library
710 W Main St., Marblehead

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6

Family Planning Clinic, 8 to 9:30 a.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton 

Strength Training, 9 a.m.
Put-in-Bay Senior Center
195 Concord Ave., Put-in-Bay

Coffee Social, 10 a.m.
Put-in-Bay Senior Center
195 Concord Ave., Put-in-Bay

Immunization Clinic, Noon to 4 p.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton 

Watercolor Painting, 12:30 p.m.
Oak Harbor Public Library
147 W Main St., Oak Harbor 

Intro to Computers, 2 p.m.
Ida Rupp Public Library
310 Madison St., Port Clinton

UPCOMING EVENTS

Spring into Health Fair
May 8, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Free
YMCA of Sandusky County
1000 North St., Fremont

Plant Sale hosted by 
Catawba Island Garden Club
Saturday, May 9, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Catawba Community Center
3307 NW Catawba Rd., Catawba Island

Rock of Ages concert
Featuring Mohawk Entertainment
May 12, 4 p.m.
Public welcome
Otterbein Marblehead
9400 North Shore Blvd.
Lakeside-Marblehead

Community Day of Health
May 18, 2 to 5 p.m.
Free health screenings and information
First United Methodist Church
60 W. Main St., Norwalk

Mammogram Clinic
May 18, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Register at 216-444-7505
First United Methodist Church
60 W. Main St., Norwalk

Huge Moving Auction
May 2nd  @ 10:00 AM

1228 Bury Rd., Oregon, Ohio 43616 
Owner: Pat Lesniewski

Firearms, Military items,  Fishing equipment, 
Household, Collectibles, 184 Int. tractor, w/

snowblower, &  deck. Cub Cadet snowblower, 
Arctic Cat 440 snow mobile, trailers, 7 hp air 

compressor, Outdoor Items
Cash or check

Belkofers Auction Service 
Auctioneer: Ken Belkofer 419-277-3635 

Go to Auctionzip.com #4464,  
GoToauctions.com #1582, or 

www.BelkofersAuctionService.com 
for complete list and pictures.

3 Bedroom Home 
Will Be Auctioned

MAY13th 5:00 PM
Agents need to register their client 48 hrs. before 

the sale & to be present with their client at 
the sale. $3,000.00 down day of the sale non-

refundable. 7% Buyers premium, sale as is & not 
contingent on !nancing or inspections.

 Open House will be May 7th 5-6:30 
& May 9th 11:00-12:30

Free Ladies Night 
Self Defense Program: Monday,  
May 4 & 18, 5:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Junior Rifle: Thursday, 
May 7, 14 & 21, 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Club meeting/Trustees:  
Monday, May 11 at 7:00 p.m.

Rimfire Sporter Matches: 
Saturday, May 16, relays start at 
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 12 noon

For more information on any of 
the above programs please email: 

trudes@cros.net

EST 1948

MAY EVENTS 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

975 GORDON RD., OAK HARBOR, OHIO
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variety of programs including fitness and wellness 
classes, arts and hobby groups, educational work-
shops, social gatherings, and assistance programs 
for health, nutrition, and aging resources.

Follow Ottawa County Senior Resources on!Face-
book! or visit www.co.ottawa.oh.us/328/Senior-Re-
sources to access the!monthly newsletter, which lists 
all activities, meals, and events for seniors across the 
county.

About Ottawa County Senior Resources
Ottawa County Senior Resources is commit-

ted to enhancing the quality of life for older adults 
throughout the county. By offering direct services, 
social programs, and community partnerships, Se-
nior Resources ensures that older adults have the 
supports they need to remain active, engaged, and 
connected.

Read more stories like this one in The Beacon’s spe-
cial “Healthcare & Senior Resources” section that starts 
on page 1B.

Parks, six trees were planted in honor of Arbor Day this 
year, and more are coming. 

Port Clinton Mayor Mike Snider announced that 
grant funding from the Urban & Community Forestry 
Inflation Reduction Act that was temporarily suspend-
ed was recently reinstated. The funds open the door to 
planting more trees in the city. 

“We got word this week that we’re good to go,” Snider 
said. “We still have about $750,000 to use within two 
years, so we anticipate a lot of new trees being planted 
and a lot of dead trees being removed.” 

Snider said the city has preliminary plans for the 
funds, but they will ask for guidance from the tree 
commission and meet with an ODNR forester before 
moving forward. The initial plan is to plant the first 
trees on Third St. where waterlines were installed. 

During the ceremony, the mayor presented a proc-
lamation to the Tree Commission proclaiming Friday, 
April 24, 2026, as Arbor Day in Port Clinton. Local res-
ident Rosemary Schramm sang the National Anthem, 
Deacon Maury Hall from Immaculate Conception 
Church led the opening and closing prayers, Girl Scout 
Troop 1062 led the Pledge of Allegiance, and poems 
were read by Port Clinton City Councilmembers Pat 
Hovis, Beth Gillman, and Carmen Daft. 

But the centerpiece of the event was the planting of 
six trees, including a Celebration Maple, which was 
dedicated as the Arbor Day tree. 

“It will reach 40 to 50-feet tall, and it’s durable for ice, 
snow, and severe weather,” Holman said. “They can live 
80 years, and their beauty starts in the spring with the 
new leaves.”

Brennan said different species of White Oak will 
be planted across the state, and the Swamp Oak was 
chosen for its suitability to Ottawa County climate. 
Wilson said the White Oak has a lifespan of over 300 
years.

“It will long stand as a silent witness to American 
History,” she said. 

That means the tree could be around for America’s 
500th anniversary. 

“We’re not just planting a tree. We’re planting a fu-
ture,” Stahl said. 

Libben announced the exciting news that the Soil 
& Water Conservation District has decided to utilize 
grant funds to purchase and plant trees across Otta-
wa County to mark Ohio’s semiquincentennial. 

“We’ll work with local nurseries to make a heritage 
tree available to every township, village, and city,” 
Libben said. 

For more about America-250 events in Ottawa 
County, visit www.ottawacountyhistory.org and 
click on the “America Turns 250. Read more” link to 
access the 2026 program guide. 
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OAK HARBOR - The Oak Harbor Junior High and 
High School Science Olympiad teams had an exciting 
day of competition on April 18, competing against the 
top 40 qualifying schools in Ohio from each division.

The high school team earned medals in two events, 
led by Derek Lochotzki and Kale John with a 6th-place 
finish in Helicopter, and Hannah Hartigan and Gray 
Warren with a 6th-place finish in Forensics.

A top-20 finish at the state level is a significant ac-
complishment, and several Oak Harbor students 
achieved that honor. Derek Lochotzki recorded five 
top-20 finishes, Adam Kurtz earned three, Kale John 
earned three, Hannah Hartigan earned two, and Gray 
Warren, Ava Fiorilli, and Emma Bradbury each earned 
one.

The high school team placed 24th overall – an im-
pressive finish among the state’s top programs and 
likely as one of the smallest schools represented at the 
competition.

This marked the fourth and final state appearance for 
Oak Harbor’s senior competitors: co-presidents Derek 
Lochotzki and Hannah Hartigan, along with Madison 

Torres, Gray Warren, Chris Zoltani, Kale John, and 
Emma Bradbury. Rising underclassmen competing in-
cluded Aleigha Dusseau, Adam Kurtz, Olivia Cherry, 
Ava Fiorilli, and Carter Hartman.

On the junior high side, Garrison Strausbaugh and 
Nic Fiorilli placed 7th in Metric Mastery, while Zoe Wil-
son and Chelsea Meckfessel placed 10th in Helicopter.

Additional top-20 placings for the junior high team 
included two each from Garrison Strausbaugh and Zoe 
Wilson. Chelsea Meckfessel, Nic Fiorilli, Steven Sines, 
Philip Dehring, Camdin Randolph, and Tommy Reve-
naugh each earned one top-20 finish.

The Junior High team finished 33rd overall. Team 
members included Zoe Wilson, Chelsea Meckfessel, 
Philip Dehring, Steven Sines, Garrison Strausbaugh, 
Nic Fiorilli, Tommy Revenaugh, Corbin Randolph, and 
Camdin Randolph.

Oak Harbor continues to prove that it is small but 
mighty. Congratulations to all of our Rocket compet-
itors and coaches on an outstanding showing at the 
state level, and a special thank you to Homestead PR for 
sponsoring the state team t-shirts.

• 2nd Singles Flight - Charley Kruse
• Runner-Up | Second Team!All-SBC Bay
• 1st round - Defeated SJCC’s Pan 6-0, 6-0
• Semifinal - Defeated Vermilion’s Rini 6-2, 6-4
• Championship - Lost to Willard’s Dawson 6-1, 6-3
• 3rd Singles Flight - Payton Wadsworth
• Champion | First Team All-SBC Bay
• 1st round - Defeated Huron’s Kuhl 6-0, 6-0
• Semifinal - Defeated Vermilion’s Drost 6-0, 6-0
• Championship - Defeated SMCC’s!Snyder 6-0, 6-1
• 1st Doubles Flight - Evan Lovitt/Zach Speer
• Runner-Up | First Team All-SBC Bay
• 1st round - Defeated Huron’s Russell/Lappen 6-0, 

6-0
• Semifinal!- Defeated Willard’s Hall/Winnans!6-2, 

5-7, (12-10)
• Championship - Lost to SMCC’s!Spicer/Gorty 5-7, 

7-5, (10-5)
• 2nd Doubles Flight - Alex DeFreitas/Aero Wymer
• Champion | First Team All-SBC Bay
• 1st round - Defeated St. Joe’s Maliavskyi/Jividien 

6-0, 6-0
• Semifinal - Defeated Edison’s Pinkston/Rutger 6-0, 

6-1
• Championship - Defeated SMCC’s! Davis/Russell 

6-4, 6-3
I’m very proud of our guys. Every single one of our 

varsity players competed at the highest level and went 
home with some hardware today, and we had three 
underclassmen win SBC titles. I’d like to briefly shout 
out our three champs:

Payton Wadsworth! - Payton is the most improved 
player on our team from last year. In the span of one 
year, he’s gone from a JV player to an SBC champion. 
In his three matches today, he lost a grand total of one 
game. I’m so proud of this kid; he will be a leader in our 
program for the next couple years!

Alex DeFreitas!- Alex has now won back-to-back SBC 
doubles titles. He’s got a great serve, and he’s a men-
ace at the net. Even though he’s only a sophomore, he’s 
needed to become a leader with a freshman as his dou-
bles partner. He stepped up in a big way this week and 
today. Very proud of Alex!

Aero Wymer! - You can search up and down varsi-
ty tennis rosters, and you won’t find many freshmen. 

Aero has not only positively impacted our team as a 
freshman, but he’s now won himself a conference title. 
I admire the kid for how he’s dealt with adversity, and 
everyone in our program loves Aero and is pumped for 
his future on the tennis courts.

TENNIS, from Cover

The Oak Harbor Science Olympiad teams excelled at the state 
tournament. (Submitted photo)

Oak Harbor Science Olympiad teams compete at state tournament
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