
Statewide film festival comes to 
Lakeside’s Orchestra Hall
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Rifle Training Program: Juniors and 
Adults, Thursday, June 4, 11, 18, 25, 
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.;  3 position and rimfire 
sporter training/practice. Free and 
open to the public.

Free Ladies Night Self Defense 
Program: Monday, June 8 & 22, 5:00 - 
9:00 p.m.

OHCC Meetings: Monday, June 15, 
Trustees at 7 p.m.; Members at 8 p.m.

Rimfire Sporter: Saturday, June 
20. General Public, club members, 
seniors, juniors with an adult. 
Registration begins at 7 a.m. relays at 
8 a.m., 10 a.m. and 12 noon.

For more information on any of 
the above programs please email: 

trudes@cros.net

EST 1948

JUNE EVENTS 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

975 GORDON RD., OAK HARBOR, OHIO

CATAWBA ISLAND 
- Catawba Museum at 
Union Chapel launched 
its 2026 operating season 
on Wednesday, May 27. Ex-
hibits are still arranged to 
tell a “timeline tale” of the 
area’s history dating back 
to a fiery geological birth 
some 400 million years 
ago. Museum personnel 
did, however, work dili-
gently over the winter to 
upgrade some of the facil-
ity’s oldest displays, as well 
as create a few new ones to 
engage this year’s visitors. 

Rick Thomas, chief de-
signer and board mem-
ber of the Catawba Island 
Historical Society (CIHS) 
which operates the mu-
seum, focused on adding 
three-dimensional arti-
facts to exhibits that pre-
viously featured primarily 
narratives. The “History of 
Island Education” kiosk, 
for example, has been enhanced by mounting a number 
of McGuffey Readers contributed by a local donor. The Mc-
Guffey series was standard fare in classrooms here, and all 
across America, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

The story of education on Catawba Island was further 
expanded with the addition of official class photos from 
the late 1800s. They provide a wonderful glimpse into ru-
ral living. An astute visitor will note that most of the boys 
corralled long enough to pose for group pictures with 
their Victorian-clad schoolmarms were barefooted.

The exhibit’s largest, most striking addition, however, is 
the cast iron bell that once called children to class at the 
District #2 school located at the corner of E. Porter and N. 
Crogan Streets on Catawba Island. The building was de-
stroyed by fire on Thanksgiving Day in 2023. Its bell, how-
ever, had earlier been gifted to CIHS and now hangs from 
a custom-made tubular steel support above the education 
display. 

A completely new exhibit has been added below the 
large flat screen television on the museum’s south wall. 
It addresses the agricultural heritage of Catawba Island 
but with a unique, more current perspective. The roles 
of grapes and peaches are otherwise extensively covered. 
This is also true of the wineries and distilleries that were 
the recipients of the island’s arbor and orchard bounty. 
The new display, instead, covers what is believed to be Ca-
tawba’s first commercial brewery.

Twin Oast Brewing on NE Catawba Road is a recent 
addition to area businesses. However, their “Farm to Fer-
menter” motto is a clear nod to the island’s agricultural 
heritage, and many of the offerings they brew do include 
locally grown ingredients.

At the heart of the exhibit is a collection of cans used to 
package Twin Oast beverages. They are on display for two 
reasons. First, they are colorful and visually striking. Sec-
ond, many have names that weave local history into clever 
and humorous monikers. 

The Union Chapel Museum will be open from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, and the 
2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month until closing on Sept. 
26. A handful of evening dates have also been set to accom-
modate guests who are unable to visit earlier in the day. 
They are all on second monthly Wednesdays and include 
June 10, July 8, Aug. 12, and Sept. 9. There is no charge for 
admission.

BY SHERI TRUSTY

LAKESIDE - Ottawa County residents had the plea-
sure of watching one of their own on the big screen 
during the “Ohio Goes to the Movies” event at Lakeside 
on May 21. The Woody Allen movie, “The Purple Rose 
of Cairo,” which included appearances by Marblehead 
native Loretta Nellie Clemons Tupper, was shown at 
Orchestra Hall. 

“Ohio Goes to the Movies” is a statewide film festi-
val held in celebration of America’s 250th anniversary. 
America 250-Ohio Ambassador Michael Dylan Bren-
nan and “Ohio Goes to the Movies” Strategic Marketing 
Advisor, Betty Weibel, traveled to Lakeside to attend the 

event. Some local shops stayed open late and offered 
movie-themed specials. 

“Coffee & Cream had a Loretta Tupper smoothie with 
peach and mango, Millie Magoo’s & The Fine Print had 
a display centered around women’s empowerment fea-
turing books by women authors or on women, and a 
few other stores had themed items,” said Ottawa Coun-
ty-America 250 cochair, Linda Huber. 

Lakeside will host another “Ohio Goes to the Mov-
ies” event in September featuring the movie “Fantasia” 
which has a Genoa connection. For more information 
on upcoming America 250 events in Ottawa County, 
visit www.ottawacountyhistory.org. 

“The Purple Rose of Cairo” featuring a Marblehead native was shown at Lakeside’s Orchestra Hall on May 21. (Submitted photo)

The District #2 school bell hangs 
above the upgraded Union 
Chapel Museum Education kiosk 
display. (Submitted photo)

The new Twin Oast beverage can display is one of this year’s new 
features at the Union Chapel Museum. (Submitted photo)

Catawba historical 
museum opens with new 

and upgraded exhibits

Working on the ship was extremely dangerous. The 
Geneva Conventions prohibited attacks on hospital 
ships, but Japanese kamikaze pilots targeted them any-
way. Postlethwait said the ship was vulnerable when it 
served in waters near Okinawa. The ship was strafed 
during the Battle of Okinawa but fortunately never suf-
fered major damage. 

“Alice said they spent a lot of time indoors for safety,” 
Postlethwait said. 

When the war ended, Miller remained with the ship 
as part of a skeleton crew. 

“They sailed the Atlantic for a while, in case there 
was more fighting,” Postlethwait said. 

For her distinguished service, Miller was awarded 
the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Asiatic Pacif-
ic Area Service Medal, American Area Service Medal, 
and World War II Victory Medal. Her life is honored in a 
permanent display, which includes her Navy uniform, 
at the Northcoast Veterans Museum, located at 411 N. 
Main St. in Gibsonburg. 

Miller was honored with a living tribute by the North 
Ohio – Lake Erie Nurse Honor Guard on May 7. The 
group serves Ottawa, Huron, Erie, Sandusky, and Sen-
eca counties. The group’s mission is to provide ceremo-
nial final call to duty tributes at the funerals of nurses 

who have passed away. During the funeral ceremony, 
the Honor Guard shares a brief history of the nurse’s 
life, lights a Nightingale lamp, and places a rose at the 
casket or urn. 

“We do a final call to duty,” said North Ohio – Lake 
Erie Nurse Honor Guard President, Brenda Baker. “We 
call each nurse present, and then we call her name 
three times. When she doesn’t respond, of course, we 
extinguish the lamp and release her from duty.”

Alice Miller was honored with one of five living trib-
utes that the group performed during National Nurses 
Week. 

“We picked a nursing home in each county that we 
serve, and we honored nurses who are residing in that 
nursing home,” said North Ohio – Lake Erie Nurse 
Honor Guard Vice President Debbie Schultz. 

The North Ohio – Lake Erie Nurse Honor Guard has 
35 active members and welcomes more. The group has 
performed 75 tributes since its founding on June 14, 
2024. For more information, contact Debbie Schultz at 
dschultz10@woh.rr.com. 

Miller was grateful that the group honored her ser-
vice. 

“I have memories of being on the ship,” Miller said. 
“It was very nice to be remembered.”

the Lakeside Daisies must “tolerate baking in the sun 
and flooding,” Stewart said. 

The one upside of thriving in the intense conditions 
of an alvar is the lack of competition for resources, but 
it also means there are not many places for the Lake-
side Daisy to grow. They are only found in small patch-
es in the U.S. in Marblehead, Kelleys Island, Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula, and Illinois, and they are found in 
Canada, Iceland, and the Baltic region. 

“Habitat loss is our biggest issue. That’s why the pre-
serve is so important,” Stewart said. “We really can’t 
replicant the habitat they need, so management of the 
preserve is very important.”

The private section of the preserve offers many nat-
ural treats beyond the Lakeside Daisy. Trees stunted by 

the conditions look like bonsai spotting the preserve, 
vernal pools filled with frogs pop up temporarily in 
low-lying areas, and a variety of fossils – including cri-
noids, bryozoan, and coral – are imbedded across the 
bedrock. 

The preserve is also home to prominent glacial 
grooves. 

“The glacial grooves were not carved by ice. They 
were carved by debris carried in the moving ice,” Stew-
art said. “This use to be a sea before the glaciers did our 
landscaping for us.” 

To learn more about the Lakeside Daisy State Nature 
Preserve, visit https://ohiodnr.gov/go-and-do/plan-a-
visit/find-a-property/lakeside-daisy-state-nature-pre-
serve.

lead guitar, bass, keyboards, and drums, and he pro-
vided the technical studio skill that melded music and 
voice and words into an extraordinary album. The al-
bum took two years to complete, which isn’t surprising 
considering the project was a rolling merge of two in-
novative minds. This is Davenport’s sixth album, and 
he has years of songwriting – and hundreds of songs 
– under his (guitar) belt. 

Givens has an astonishing musical resume. He was 
an original member of the hard rock band, Zephyr, 
formed in 1968, that included his late wife, Candy Giv-
ens. The band made a 1970 appearance on American 
Bandstand and opened for many bands of the era, in-
cluding Led Zeppelin. 

“We played with anybody who was anybody back 
then,” Givens said. “I was working in Jimi Hendrix’ stu-
dio when he died.”

The blend of their experience, creative styles and 
skills, and deep passion for music made it hard for Dav-
enport and Givens to decide they were done with the 
album. 

“We say we’re finished, and then we look at each oth-
er and say, ‘What if we do this?’ and we’re working on it 
again,” Davenport said. 

Givens said Davenport is sincere in his music. Dav-
enport is grateful for the friendship that led to “Comin’ 
Home.” 

“You have to have somebody who believes in your 
music, and I don’t know why, but Dave does,” Daven-
port said. 

Givens added his extraordinary musical and tech-
nical skill to the songs and helped refine them in the 
studio, but the words are Davenport’s. 

“Where do the songs come from? I have a brain that 
doesn’t stop,” Davenport said. “I still suffer from PTSD. 
This is therapy for me.”

The poignantly personal “Comin’ Home” album will 
be therapy for a lot of people. 

“Comin’ Home” can be downloaded on Spotify and 
iTunes under Davenport’s stage name, John “Crash” 
Davenport. For more information, visit www.island-
songwriter.com.

VanVleet was a founding member of the Dayton Chap-
ter of the International Facility Management Association, 
and she founded and still owns Perfect Touch Facility 
Maintenance. 

VanVleet has always been an avid angler. She has been 
fishing since she was five, and, when she was in her 40s, 
she earned her captain’s license. In 2011, she founded Blue 
Sky Charters in Port Clinton. 

VanVleet’s love of Lake Erie stretched far beyond fishing. 
She has long been a strong advocate for the lake, strength-
ening her voice as the VP of Environmental Issues for the 
Lake Erie Charter Boat Association (LECBA) and through 
her involvement with Ohio Sea Grant and the ODNR. 
Her advocacy brought many accolades. She was named 
Captain of the Year by LECBA in 2016, Lady of the Lake 
by Country Living Magazine in 2022, Ambassador of the 
Year by Shores & Islands Ohio in 2023, Wildlife Award re-
cipient by the ODNR in 2023, Waterway and Safety Coun-
cil member by Gov. DeWine n 2024, Director of the Great 

Lakes Sports Fishing Council in 2024, and ODNR Hall of 
Fame inductee in 2024. 

Prior to the Hall of Honor ceremony, VanVleet received 
a handwritten note of regret from DeWine, who had a pri-
or commitment and could not attend. But he surprised 
her by sending a proclamation in her honor that was read 
by Leathley at the ceremony. 

“That was a total surprise,” VanVleet said. “As Jim read 
it, it was all I could do not to cry.”

VanVleet didn’t waste her life. She applied her skills, 
knowledge, and passions to impacting people and the 
environment, and she’s not done yet. The Hall of Honor 
recognized her many accomplishments, but looking back, 
what does she see as her most important work?

“Taking care of the lake and teaching youth to fish,” she 
said. “I’ve always said, if I can teach a kid to fish, that’s one 
less kid on the streets.”

Thanks to her, there is still a healthy Lake Erie to fish in.
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