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No gloves, no diamond: Vintage “base ball” coming to Marblehead

BY SHERITRUSTY

MARBLEHEAD - Baseball and ice cream, with a lit-
tle history thrown in - what a patriotically fun way to
celebrate America’s 250th anniversary. On Sunday, July
5, the Spiegel Grove Squires will face the Marblehead
Lakeside Stonecrushers in a vintage game of base ball
- spelled originally as two words - at James Park in Mar-
blehead, just a short walk from Brown’s Dairy Dock.

The public is invited to attend the game, which will
begin at 2 p.m.

Vintage base ball is very different from the modern
sport. Although the game continually evolved through
the decades, the Squires and Stonecrushers will play
according to 1860s base ball rules. In the 1860s, the
players - called ballists - played without gloves on open
fields, not on baseball diamonds. In base ball, the defi-
nition of “open field” is pretty open-ended, so today’s
ballists sometimes chase balls that have bounced off
trees in the middle of the playing field.

The Squires and Stonecrushers ballists will use vin-
tage baseballs and wooden bats as they compete in nine
innings. The umpire will call fair/foul and out/safe, but
he never calls balls or strikes. Unlike modern games,
vintage base ball players are permitted to catch a ball
after one bounce on the ground. Runners are not per-
mitted to overrun a base, nor can they slide into bases.

There are many unique rules for vintage base ball,
but the overriding policy is politeness. Base ball is con-
sidered a gentleman’s game. There is no foul language
and no angry arguing over calls. The required equip-
ment are wooden bats, leather baseballs, and unwav-
ering respect.

The Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Library & Mu-
seums is home to the Spiegel Grove Squires, who offer
a full summer schedule of games both home and away.
The Stonecrushers are happy to welcome them to Mar-
blehead.

The July 5 base ball game is being held in celebration
of America’s 250th anniversary. Several local leaders
gathered for lunch at Hotel Lakeside on June 9 to plan
the event. They included Ottawa County-America 250
co-chair, Linda Huber; Ottawa County Historical So-
ciety Treasurer, Doug Huber; Lakeside VP of Advance-

The Marblehead Lakeside Stonecrushers’ logo is a replica of the
original school Stonecrusher logo.

ment & Marketing, Gretchen Colon; Marblehead May-
or John Starcher; Marblehead Village Administrator
Jeff White; Marblehead Parks Director Sean Gilson;
Marblehead Peninsula Chamber of Commerce Exec-
utive Director, Teri Cassell; Hayes Presidential Special
Events & Volunteer Coordinator, Joan Eckermann; and
Spiegel Groves Squires Co-captain, Randy Ward.

Ward gave the group an overview of 1860s base ball
rules, and then the group visited James Park so Ward
and Eckermann could see the field and plan the game.

The July 5 game offers an old-fashioned way to spend
the Sunday after Independence Day. Spectators are en-
couraged to bring lawn chairs or blankets, purchase
ice cream before the game, and join their neighbors for
afun America-250 celebration.

For more information about the Spiegel Grove
Squires, visit www.rbhayes.org. For more informa-
tion about upcoming Amerca-250 events, visit www.
ottawacountyhistory.org. For more information on up-
coming Lakeside events, visit www.lakesideohio.com.

Magruder Hospital launches Making Real Impact campaign

PORT CLINTON - Magruder Hospital is proud to
announce the launch of its Making Real Impact (MRI):
Building for the Future campaign following the recent
award of a grant to purchase a new state-of-the-art
MRI system. This advanced technology marks a major
step forward in enhancing local healthcare access and
quality.

To support the installation of this cutting-edge
equipment, Magruder Hospital will construct a dedi-
cated addition to house the new MRI suite. The expan-
sion project will be funded largely through commu-
nity support and donations to The Magruder Hospital
Foundation.

Robin Lemley, MBA, CRA, CNMT, RT.(N)(ARRT),
Senior Director of Ancillary Services, emphasized the
significance of the new system and what it will bring
to the region.

“This advanced magnetic resonance imaging system
is designed to improve the patient experience by offer-
ing a more spacious environment. The advanced MR
technology reduces scan times, provides high-resolu-
tion imaging with increased accessibility of appoint-
ments, resulting in improved accuracy and quicker
treatment plans,” Lemley said. “We are excited to of-
fer the same MRI advanced imaging services found in
larger healthcare institutions, right here in the com-

The Making Real Impact campaign reflects Magrud-
er Hospital's commitment to ensuring that residents
have access to high-quality, modern healthcare close to
home. By expanding its facilities and capabilities, the
hospital continues to strengthen its role as a critical
healthcare provider for the community.

Community support will play a vital role in bringing
this project to completion. Every donation helps build
a stronger, healthier future for the region.

Robin Lemley, Senior Director of Ancillary Services, said the MRI
ion project will greatly i i i i
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Donations to support the campaign can be made by
mailing checks to: The Magruder Hospital Foundation,
615 Fulton Street, Port Clinton, OH 43452
Contributions can also be made online at: https:/
‘www.magruderhospital.com/support-us/foundation/
For more information about the campaign, please
contact Kim Palmer at 419-301-4372.
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Pop’s Garage will perform in downtown Port Clinton on June 27.
(Submitted photo)

Pop’s Garage bringing
a dance party to
downtown Port Clinton

BY SHERITRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - Pop’s Garage will bring a dance
party to The Tracy Colston District Stage in downtown
Port Clinton on Saturday, June 27. The popular Top 40
dance party band will perform hits like “Uptown Funk”
by Bruno Mars, “I Wanna Dance with Somebody” by
‘Whitney Houston, and “Just Dance” by Lady Gaga from
8toll p.m.

“You can expect to keep moving all night,” said the
band’s drummer, Ashley Spitler. “We play seven songs
in a row without stopping. We transition from song to
song to keep it upbeat and keep it going all night.”

Pop’s Garage won Best Cover Band 2023 in Toledo,
and they are in demand across Northwest Ohio. They've
played at Hollywood Casino, Bait House, 1812, and on
Put-in-Bay. They have also performed at many special
events and festivals.

In addition to Spitler, the band includes Christian
Lombardo on lead vocals and electric guitar; Dara Par-
don on lead vocals; Jessica Dennis on vocals, electric
guitar, and keys; and Alex Whitehead on bass guitar.

Spitler formed the band in 2017 when she was look-
ing for something to keep her busy on the weekend and
couldn’t find a job that fit her schedule.

“I'thought, ‘What if I start my own band and make my
own schedule?”” she said.

She connected with musicians through Facebook,
and Pop's Garage was born.

“The band kept getting better and better and became
what it is today,” Spitler said. “We play upbeat hits from
the 80s to what’s currently charting.”

For more information on Pop’s Garage, visit www.
popsgarage419.com or the Pop’s Garage Facebook page.

Slow Burn bringing
hot music to downtown
Port Clinton

BY SHERITRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - Slow Burn will burn the sum-
mer blues away when they hit The Tracey Colston
District Stage in downtown Port Clinton on Friday,
June 26, from 8 to 11 p.m. The group plays 90s alter-
native grunge and pop.

“We do stuff like Pearl Jam. We branch off into oth-
er decades, but it's mostly 90s,” said Slow Burn gui-
tarist, Jason Massie. “We stay true to the original.”

The group also includes Kristin Kukic on vocals,
Neal Anderson on drums, and Pete Heydinger on
bass. The four members played together in different
bands before founding Slow Burn three years ago.

“We like to play really well, have a carefree atmo-
sphere, and have a good time,” Massie said.

Slow Burn performed at this year’s Walleye Festi-
val and is popular at campgrounds. They are looking
forward to returning to Port Clinton again.

“We love the atmosphere and venue. We love the
big stage,” Massie said. “The sound man is always
great, and they have all those great businesses there.”

For more information on Slow Burn, visit the Slow

Burn Facebook page.

Port Clinton native Jordan Wiewandt bringing his original music to RiverFront Live

BY SHERITRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - Singer-songwriter Jordan Wi-
ewandt will give an intimate concert featuring his
original songs for RiverFront Live in downtown Port
Clinton from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Friday, June 26. Wi-
ewandt is a Port Clinton native who also performs in
the duet Jordan and Josh, and he is the lead singer of
The Groove band. But on June 26, it will just be Wi-
ewandt, his guitar, and his music.

Wiewandt has been writing songs since he was 17. He
describes his originals as indie singer-songwriter mu-
sic.

“It’s not rock or country,” he said. “In my early days, I
wrote a lot of songs about heartbreak, but I don’t write
too much of that these days. I write about stuff I'm go-
ing through, about things I'm feeling.”

Yet not all of his work is autobiographical. Sometimes
his music reflects his view of the world around him.

“Sometimes I come up with a line, get an idea, and
work my own voice into it, even if it’s not something
I've been through,” he said. “It's my perspective of what
I observe.”

Wiewandt performed at RiverFront Live about ten
years ago, and he is looking forward to returning. The
crowd can expect a laid-back evening of outdoor mu-
sic.

“It’s cool to be back and get to play at RiverFront Live
again,” he said. “When it comes to my originals, they're
very simplistic. There’s not a lot of bells and whistles.
They are heartfelt songs that are very personal to me.
I'll banter with the crowd and tell some stories. It's the
local kid singing about what he's been through.”

Like many musicians who play in The District in
downtown Port Clinton, Wiewandt said he enjoys play-
ing at the outdoor venue.

“It's a great atmosphere and a really nice backdrop
for the performance,” he said.

For him, the biggest draw is the people.

“Ilove seeing people I know come to the show, and I
love meeting new people. Those people come back, and
we build friendships,” he said. “It’s the people I enjoy
most.”

‘Wiewandt's music can be heard on Spotify and other
streaming platforms.

RiverFront Live is hosted by Judi Halstead and offers
free summer concerts on Fridays at 6 p.m. Concertgo-
ers are welcome to purchase food and drinks at one
of Port Clinton’s many restaurants and bars and enjoy
dinner at one of the picnic tables or in their own lawn
chairs during the show.

For more information on RiverFront Live or to watch
the concert live, visit the RiverFront Live Group Face-
book page. For more information on Jordan Wiewandt,
visit the Jordan & Josh Facebook page and The Groove
Facebook page.

Wastin’ Neon will throw a 90s country party from The District Stage on June 25

BY SHERITRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - Wastin’ Neon will lead a country party from The
Tracy Colston District Stage when it performs in downtown Port
Clinton on Thursday, June 25 from 7 to 10 p.m. Wastin’ Neon, which
is based in Delphos, plays upbeat 90s country - from Johnny Cash to
Morgan Wallen - with a few originals and a little rock thrown in.

‘Wastin’ Neon will make its first visit to The District, but locals may
have seen Wastin’ Neon perform on Put-in-Bay, at summer festivals,
in local bars, or at private events.

“We play just about everywhere,” said lead guitarist and vocalist
Thom McKee.

In addition to McKee, the band includes Jay Teague on guitar and
vocals, Randy McCoy on bass and vocals, and Chris Shepard on
drums.

Although most of the concert will feature country cover songs, the
band will throw in a few originals by McKee and a few by Teague.
McKee has been writing songs for about 25 years and has worked with
big names in country.

“Charlie Pride was cutting one of my songs when he passed away,”
McKee said.

Wastin’ Neon got its start because of McKee’s songwriting. He and

another songwriter began playing acoustic performances to promote
their music, and McKee was enjoying performing so much that he
decided to form a band.

“I thought it would be more fun doing originals with a full band,”
he said.

McKee and his friend, who is no longer with Wastin’ Neon, strug-
gled to find a name for the band and settled on Chasin’ Neon.

“We did some research and found out there was a pretty successful
band in New York called Chasin’ Neon, and I thought, “We wasted all
that time trying to find the name,” he said. “And that was it - we be-
came Wastin’ Neon.”

Concertgoers at the June 25 concert can expect a high-energy show.

“We're really focused on keeping the music tight, and, of course,
engaging the crowd,” McKee said. “We keep the energy going, keep
the music going. We do a lot of stuff that gets the crowd singing along.”

McKee likes to step off the stage and into the crowd.

“If we can get the crowd energized, that makes it more fun for ev-
eryone,” he said. “The whole thing is keeping it upbeat. We have a
good time and make sure everyone out there is having a good time.”

McKee’s original music and the music of Wastin’ Neon can be heard
on Spotify and iTunes. For more information on the band, visit the
‘Wastin' Neon Facebook page.

Congratulations to
Kristen Stewart who
‘was chosen among 176
entries as the winner
of the Find Dino Contest
in The Beacon! Dino was
hiding in the ad for Ala
Carte Cafe on Page 8.
Kristen wins 6 VIP
Passes to African Safari

~ ‘Wildlife Park! J
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