
BY DAVID BARTH

PORT CLINTON - The Ottawa County Museum will 
celebrate National Purple Heart Day with a ceremony 
on Friday, Aug. 7, at 2 p.m.   This is the museum’s fourth 
annual ceremony dedicated to recognizing those who 
received the Purple Heart. 

As part of the ceremony, a special America 250 pre-
sentation will be made by President George 

Washington portrayed by Dale Fellows.  Fellows 
started reenacting Washington in 2013 and has stud-
ied the Founding Fathers for over 15 years with exten-
sive reading and research. He is a prominent member 
of the Northeast Ohio-based historical reenactment 
group, “We Made History.” “We Made History” is a 
troupe of living historians in Northeastern Ohio who 
portray U.S. Presidents and First Ladies. The group 
has undertaken countless hours of study and done re-
search about the individuals they portray to create an 
interpretation that captures the essence of the individ-
ual’s true personality. 

Fellows will take you back in time to the 18th Century 
to talk about the first recipients of the Badge of Military 
Merit, the precursor to today’s Purple Heart which was 
not created until 1932.  The military began to award the 
Purple Heart for combat wounds starting with World 
War 1 and continues today to be awarded. 

The ceremony will take place at the Liberty Avia-
tion Museum, 3515 E. State Rd. in Port Clinton.  This 
is a community event with free admission.  However,  

seating is limited so plan 
on arriving early to se-
cure a seat for the cere-
mony and presentation.  

If you are a Purple 
Heart recipient living in 
Ottawa County or are 
a family member of a 
Purple Heart recipient, 
please consider joining 
the Ottawa County Pur-
ple Heart Trail Registry 
to be included in the Ot-
tawa County Museum’s 
Purple Heart Trail his-
tory book.  Eligible indi-
viduals must have lived 
in Ottawa County prior 
to or after their enlist-
ment.  Purple Heart 
recipients may be regis-
tered at any time, but to 
be included in the 2026 
recognition program, 
the deadline to register 
is Monday, August 3. 

For additional information about National Purple 
Heart Day or the Purple Heart Trail registry, please call 
Ottawa County Museum board member David Barth at 
419-357-2057.
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BY SHERI TRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - When The Zoomies return to the 
Tracy Colston District Stage in downtown Port Clinton 
on Friday, July 31, they will play the kind of music that 
will keep the crowd dancing all night long – and the 
band will dance right along with them. The five-piece 
band plays disco, funk, pop, hip hop, R&B, and a little 
rock and country. 

“We do all dance music,” said band member Tony 
Demko. “We do a lot of disco, but we also do a lot of 
modern. You’ll hear songs from Dua Lipa, Miley Cyrus, 
Harry Styles, and Ed Sheeran. It’s stuff people can 
dance to and we can dance to.” 

The band includes Demko on guitar, keyboards and 
vocals; Amy Byrd on vocals; Mike Hackney on gui-
tar and vocals; Rob Blank on bass; and Tom Sebold on 
drums.

The Zoomies band was wildly popular when they 
played in The District last year, but this year’s perfor-
mance will be even better. 

“We’ve played probably 70 shows since we were in 
Port Clinton last year, so we’re more seasoned than 
we were,” Demko said. “We added more dance moves 
and bought new costumes. We’re always adding to the 
show.” 

This year, the band’s song list is much longer. 
“We added about 20 news songs since last year,” 

Demko said. “We spend a lot of time thinking about 
which songs to add. We rehearse a lot, and we’re always 
adding songs.” 

New to the song list this year is an 80s medley and 
an energetic rendition of “Paradise by the Dashboard 
Light.” 

“Amy and I act it out. The crowd is always surprised 
to hear it. They love it,” Demko said. 

Demko said he can’t pinpoint a crowd favorite. The 
band works hard to create an ever-evolving setlist with 
sweeping appeal. 

“It’s hard to pick one because we’re not static,” he 
said. “People always tell us they enjoy the variety in our 
song list. Our goal is to make every song people’s fa-
vorite.” 

Demko said The Zoomies are looking forward to re-
turning to The District. 

“We had a great time last year,” he said. “It has a big 
stage and a big sound system. The sound guy (Ryan 
Caldwell) is great. Judi Halstead was great to work with 
when we played for RiverFront Live last year. And the 
crowd is a really great crowd.” 

The Zoomies will play in downtown Port Clinton on 
Friday, July 31, from 8 to 11 p.m. For more information 
on The Zoomies, visit The Zoomies Facebook page. 

BY SHERI TRUSTY

PUT-IN-BAY - Ottawa County’s keynote celebration 
of America’s 250th birthday is nearly here. Declaration 
250, a national signing ceremony commemorating the 
true signing date of the Declaration of Independence, 
will be held at Perry’s Victory Monument on Put-in-Bay 
on Saturday, Aug. 1, and Sunday, Aug. 2. 

The event will feature Freedom Village, a flyover by 
the US Air Force Reserve Command 445th Airlift Wing, 
and a meet and greet with descendants of Abraham 

Lincoln. Musical performers include Bob Gatewood 
and Calabash, Jefferson Starship, the US Navy Great 
Lakes Band, and the OSU Marching Pep Band. 

Lee Greenwood will perform at the monument on 
Aug. 2 at 7 p.m., following by a BGSU Band parade and 
fireworks. 

Political commentator and radio talk show host, 
Hugh Hewitt, will serve as master of ceremonies. 

For a full schedule, visit www.lakeerieheritage.org. 
(Photo by Sheri Trusty) 
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THURSDAY, JULY 30

Reproductice Health/Health “Chek”, 8 
to 11:30 a.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton 

60+ Clinic, 8 a.m. to noon
Registration required, 419-734-6800
Hosted by Ottawa County Health 
Department
Hosted at Danbury Senior Center
8470 East Harbor Rd., Marblehead

TB Clinic, 3 to 4 p.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton 

100 Proof, 7 to 10 p.m.
The District
Downtown Port Clinton

FRIDAY, JULY 31 

Immunization Clinic, Noon to 4 p.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton 

Beo String Quartet, 2:30 p.m.
Included with Chautauqua pass
Walnut Plaza, Lakeside

John Pickle, 6 p.m.
Roseann Hickman RiverFront Live 
concert series
Downtown Port Clinton

Lakeside Symphony Orchestra, 7:30 
p.m.
Featuring double bassist Xavier Foley
Included with Chautauqua pass
Hoover Auditorium, Lakeside

The Zoomies band, 8 to 11 p.m.
The District
Downtown Port Clinton
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1

Arts in the Park, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Free admission
Free shuttles from 1854 E. Perry St.
Lakeview Park, Port Clinton

Great Lakes Rockabilly Road
Trip Music Festival, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Downtown Port Clinton

Jerry Popiel concert, 2 p.m.
Included with Chautauqua pass
Pavilion West Deck
100 Maple Ave., Lakeside

Herman’s Hermits, 7:30 p.m.
Featuring Peter Noone
Included with Chautauqua pass
Hoover Auditorium, Lakeside

Vice City band, 8 to 11 p.m.
The District
Downtown Port Clinton

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2

Arts in the Park, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Free admission
Free shuttles from 1854 E. Perry St.
Lakeview Park, Port Clinton

Beo String Quartet, 7 p.m.
With special guest Karl Olsen
Included with Chautauqua pass
Orchestra Hall, Lakeside

MONDAY, AUGUST 3

WIC (Women, Infants, Children) Clinic, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

WIC (Women, Infants, Children) Clinic, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton

60+ Clinic, 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Registration required, 419-734-6800
Hosted by Ottawa County Health Dept.
Hosted at Ed Griswold Senior Center
514 Main St., Genoa

Beo String Quartet, 2 p.m.
Included with Chautauqua pass
Walnut Plaza, Lakeside

TB Clinic, 3 to 4 p.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton 

Lakeside Symphony Orchestra, 7:30 
p.m.
With pianist Ying Li
Hoover Auditorium
540 Central Ave., Lakeside

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5

Family Planning Clinic, 8 to 9:30 a.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton 

Jewelry sale and repair event, 8:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m.
Hosted by Magruder Auxiliary
Magruder Hospital Café
615 Fulton St., Port Clinton

Immunization Clinic, Noon to 4 p.m.
Ottawa County Health Department
1856 E Perry St., Port Clinton 

John and Bonnie Wilkie concert, 6:30 
p.m.
Included with Chautauqua pass
Steel Memorial Bandstand, Lakeside

UPCOMING EVENTS

Jewelry sale and repair event
Aug. 6, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Hosted by Magruder Auxiliary
Magruder Hospital Café
615 Fulton St., Port Clinton

Perfect Imperfections Re-Grand 
Opening
Aug. 6, 6 p.m.
Held in conjunction with Pisanello’s 
Pizza
104 W. Water St., Oak Harbor

National Purple Heart Day
Aug. 7, 2 p.m.
Hosted by Ottawa County Museum
Hosted at Liberty Aviation Museum
3515 E. State Rd., Port Clinton

Habitat for Humanity groundbreaking
Aug. 12, 10 a.m.
Oakland Acres subdivision
57, 75, 93 & 111 S. Faythe Drive, Port 
Clinton

Middle Bass Barbershoppers on 
Middle Bass and Put-in-Bay
Aug. 14&15

Port Clinton Lighthouse Festival
Aug. 15, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Waterworks Park, Port Clinton

Simply Susie concert
Aug. 27, Sept. 24
6 to 8 p.m.
Featuring Susie McLaughlin
Ala Carte Café
225 Madison St., Port Clinton

The 2026 Commodore Perry Federal 
Credit Union 
Summer Concert Series, 6 p.m.
July 19&26, Aug. 2, 9, &16
Kraemer Park Log Cabin
Corner of Church & Main, Oak Harbor

A Birthday in Brushstrokes
Greater Port Clinton Area Arts Council 
fundraiser
$55 per ticket
Aug. 8, 6 to 9 p.m.
The Arts Garage
317 W. Perry St., Port Clinton

Summer Fish Fry
St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church 
506 E. Main St. Marblehead, OH
Friday, August 14 
Serving from 4-7 p.m. 
Lake Erie Perch, Shrimp, Cod Dinners, 
Chicken Tenders. 
French Fries/Pierogi, Slaw, Roll/Butter. 
Desserts Available
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MIDDLE BASS ISLAND - The tradition of barber-
shop quartet harmony on Middle Bass and South 
Bass Islands continues when the Middle Bass Bar-
bershoppers perform their first concert of the 2026 
season on Friday, Aug. 14, at 7 p.m. at the Put-in-Bay 
Yacht Club. All performances are free. 

“We’ve helped raise funds for worthy island caus-
es,” said Barbershopper Jim “Curly” Wilson. “For all 
of us, it is a proud American tradition we seek to con-
tinue.”

More than 100 men will gather for the annu-
al event, which is now in its 78th year. For about 55 
years, the event has been held on the second Friday 
in August on Put-in-Bay.

“We are excited to be on the waterfront again at 
the yacht club, and we are expecting a big, enthused 
crowd,” Wilson said. “This event will be held in the 
air-conditioned dining room, and it’s open to the 
public.”

Food and nonalcoholic beverages will be available 
for sale to nonmembers at the yacht club during the 
event. This year’s fundraiser supports the Lake Erie 
Islands Conservancy and the Wildlife Center. 

“We thank the Evans & Lawrence families for host-
ing our singers,” Wilson said. 

The Barbershoppers will also perform at Middle 
Bass Island State Park under the spacious new Pavil-
ion Shelter adjacent to the Historic George Lonz Win-
ery on Saturday, Aug. 15, at 1:30 p.m. The venue has 
many picnic tables, but guests are welcome to bring 
lawn chairs. 

“We started this new tradition seven years ago as 
an opportunity for the Middle Bass day-trippers to 
experience our four-part acapella close vocal – male 
only – harmony,” Wilson said. 

Island Grind Coffee & Wine Bar will sell food and 
beverages, including beer and wine. This year’s event 
will help fund the Middle Bass Historical Society & its 
new building. 

“Thanks to Jane Wolnik, owner of Island Grind 
Coffee & Wine Bar, for her continued support in of-
fering us this spacious pavilion,” Wilson said. 

The Barbershoppers’ last performance of the 
weekend will be held on Saturday, Aug. 15, at 7 p.m. 
at Middle Bass Island Town Hall. The event will mark 
the group’s 78th performance at the town hall. 

“As we have for many years, this year’s event will 
support the volunteer fire department,” Wilson said. 
“We continue our tradition of singing in the town 
hall as part our thank-you to the great islanders at 
Middle Bass for their support.”

For more information, call or text Wilson at 419-
967-0674. 

The Zoomies will perform on the Tracy Colston District Stage on 
Friday, July 31. (Submitted photo)

The Zoomies to bring 
an even bigger dance 
party to The District 

this summer

“Wild Pitch” performs at last year’s Put-in-Bay Yacht Club show. 
(Submitted photo)

Middle Bass Barbershoppers 
to bring island-hopping 
harmony for 78th year

This Purple Heart, which is on 
display at the Ottawa County 
Museum, was presented to PFC 
Leonard C. Martin, who served 
in the Army during World War II. 
(Photo by Sheri Trusty)

Ottawa County Museum to host Purple Heart Day ceremony

Declaration 250 event highlight of Ottawa 
County’s America-250 celebration
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