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ATTENTION 
VETERANS & DEPENDENTS

DO YOU KNOW WHAT BENEFITS YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO?
VISIT THE OTTAWA COUNTY VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE 

FOR FREE SERVICES

• DISABILITY COMPENSATION
• PENSION
• HEALTHCARE
• SURVIVOR & BURIAL BENEFITS

• FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
• TRANSPORTATION
• FLAG CASE & GRAVE MARKERS
• AND MORE!

Veterans Memorial Building
8444 W. St. Rte. 163, Suite 102

Oak Harbor, OH 43449
www.co.ottawa.oh.us/veterans 

Call for an appointment
Phone: 419-898-2089 

Veterans Crisis Line: 988

Book online at bridgetturban.com
On most insurance plans

Dr. Bridgett N. Urban 
Chiropractic Physician

3958 Harbor Light Landing Dr., 
Port Clinton, OH  43452

419-734-5353 • bridgetturban.com

    Voted Best
    Spa & Wellness

2018

BY SHERI TRUSTY

OAK HARBOR - Thanks to the ef-
forts of the Ottawa County-America 
250 committee, hundreds of people en-
joyed a community picnic at the Ottawa 
County Fair on July 26. The event was 
hosted to bring local residents together 
to celebrate America’s 250th birthday 
with free food, entertainment, and ac-
tivities. 

Jerry Popiel entertained the crowd in 
the GenoaBank building while fairgo-
ers picked up meal vouchers and good-
ie bags and kids made kites, decorated 
bandanas, and chose a free balloon 
novelty from Danimal Clown Enter-
tainment. The OCA-250 committee had 
700 meal vouchers to give away that 
were redeemable at participating food 
trucks and stands. 

Ron and Karen Risch of Oak Harbor; 
their daughter and son-in-law, Lindsay 

and Greg Griffin; and their grandchil-
dren, Avery Griffin, 14; Owen Griffin, 
12; and Wade Griffin, 9, enjoyed the free 
food and entertainment. 

“It’s a great thing for them to do for 
the community,” Karen said. 

The Griffins live in Germantown in 
Montgomery County and always visit 
Oak Harbor for the Ottawa County Fair 
so Lindsay’s children can experience 
the fair she attended as a child. 

“We always come back for the tractor 
pull,” Lindsay said. 

Avery chose a balloon that looked like 
a baby and named it Pablo. She said the 
event was good for the county. Wade 
picked out a balloon that was shaped as 
a hat, and he decorated a bandana. He 
said he had a lot of fun. 

“But the food is my favorite thing 
here,” he said. “I had cheese curds, a 
corndog, a lemonade shakeup, and ice 
cream.”

BY SHERI TRUSTY

CATAWBA ISLAND - 
While many communi-
ty gardens focus only on 
planting and harvesting 
crops for food, the Ca-
tawba Island Community 
Garden (CICG) also culti-
vates education and con-
nection. The group hosts 
periodic garden talks to 
help its members thrive 
as gardeners, and on July 
25, guest speaker, Master 
Gardener Jamie Kochen-
sparger, talked about “Ex-
tending the Harvest with 
Succession Planting.” 

Kochensparger’s ex-
tensive resume includes 
nearly two decades as the 
Education and Outreach 
Director for the Lucas Soil 
& Water Conservation Dis-
trict. She talked to CICG 
members about science 
principles that can be eas-
ily applied to home gar-
dens, such as phenology. 

“Phenology is the study 
or observation of how 
things change over the 
season,” Kochensparg-
er said. “You track when 
things emerge, when they 
first leaf out, when they 
get flowers. You can do 
this in your own garden. 
It’s a fun thing to do.”

Tracking the changes 
helps gardeners plan for 

the next season. For ex-
ample, they can anticipate 
when a plant will reach 
the end of its life cycle, 
thereby making space for 
a later-harvest crop. Ko-
chensparger said there are 
many crops that can be 
planted later in the season 
as planned crops or to fill 
in when something unex-
pectedly dies. 

Kochensparger spoke 
on many topics, includ-
ing plants that thrive 
in the Catawba climate, 
cold-season crops, cover 
crops, and how to encour-
age microbial activity in 
the soil through the win-
ter. 

This year’s CICG is big-
ger than ever, with 25 beds 
that are bursting with a 
variety of produce and 
flowers. 

“New this year, we have 
three pollinator beds,” 
said Marydana Johns. 
“Nancy Walker has a pol-
linator bed of herbs. She 
teaches us how to use them 
and gives us recipes.”

CICG now has a shed 
where a new mower and 
garden tools are kept, and 
members can access water 
onsite. For more infor-
mation about CICG, visit 
the Catawba Island Com-
munity Garden Facebook 
page.

Marydana Johns stands amidst the plants and flowers in the Catawba Island Community Garden. (Photo 
by Sheri Trusty)

Catawba Island Community 
Garden cultivates education 

and connection

Hundreds of people enjoyed the community picnic at the Ottawa County Fair hosted by the Ottawa 
County-America 250 committee on July 26. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

LEFT: Danimal 
Clown 
Entertainment 
provided balloon 
novelties at the 
community 
picnic. (Photo by 
Sheri Trusty)

 RIGHT: Balloon 
novelties and live 
music were just a 
part of the fun at 
the community 
picnic. (Photo by 
Sheri Trusty)

Community picnic brings 
hundreds together to celebrate 

America’s 250th birthday

Linda  Huber


