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RECORDS - AROUND OTTAWA COUNTY

Alec Reinheimer
September 26, 1961-July 25, 2026

Alec Reinheimer, 64, of Port Clinton, Ohio, passed
away on July 25, 2026, surrounded by his loving family.
He was born on September 26, 1961, in Rochester, NY,
to John and Patricia "Lee" (Craig) Reinheimer.

Alec was a high school graduate of Gilford New

Hampshire High School.

Alec enjoyed photography and would photograph
anything that caught his eye. He also enjoyed motorcy-
cles. He worked for Fire Protection in New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Wyoming, and North Caroli-

a

He is survived by his father, John Reinheimer; sib-
lings, Kenneth Reinheimer of Belize, Katherine (Dan-
iel) Dockham of New Hampshire and David Rein-

heimer of Missouri. He is also survived by his nieces
and nephews; Ian, Victoria, Daniel, Azshara, Thorin;
and many other extended family members.

He is preceded in death by his mother, Patricia "Lee"
Reinheimer.

A funeral service to celebrate Alec’s life will be held
on Saturday, August 22, 2026, at St. Thomas Episcopal
Church, 214 E. 2nd St., Port Clinton, Ohio, 43452, be-
ginning at 11:00 am.

ODOT releases economic impact Data of Erie-Ottawa International Airport

PORT CLINTON - The Erie-Ottawa Interna-
tional Airport (PCW) announced the recent re-
lease of updated economic impact data from the
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Of-
fice of Aviation. The state study, part of the Ohio
Airport System Plan (OASP) update, highlights
the airport’s role as a vital economic engine for
Erie and Ottawa counties and the surrounding
region, generating substantial annual economic
output, supporting local jobs, and boosting re-
gional tourism and business commerce.

According to the latest figures compiled
through the ODOT Office of Aviation’s updated
statewide airport assessment:

« Total Economic Output: Erie-Ottawa Inter-
national Airport accounts for $97.27 Million
in total annual economic output for the lo-
cal and regional economy.

- Job Support: PCW supports 379 direct, in-

direct, and induced jobs across aviation
operations, hospitality, logistics, and air-
port-tenant businesses.

- Payroll Impact: Total annual payroll tied to
airport operations and visitor expenditures
stands at $27.87 Million.

- Visitor Spending & Tourism: Flights ar-
riving via PCW drive $4.6 Million annual-
ly into local businesses, including hotels,
restaurants, marinas, and regional attrac-
tions across Erie and Ottawa Counties and
the Lake Erie shores & islands region.

“These updated figures from ODOT validate

what we see at the airport every day: KPCW is
far more than alocal aviation hub - it is a prima-
ry catalyst for economic vitality across northern
Ohio,” said Clay Finken, Director of the Erie-Ot-
tawa International Airport. “Whether support-
ing regional manufacturing logistics, facili-

tating tourism to the Lake Erie Islands and the
many incredible nearby attractions, or serving
emergency medical and military flights, KPCW
continues to deliver high-return investments for
our local community.”

The ODOT Office of Aviation study evaluat-
ed direct operational impacts, capital improve-
ment projects, on-site tenant activity, and sec-
ondary multiplier effects from visitor spending
throughout Ohio’s airport network. Recent
infrastructure upgrades at Erie-Ottawa Inter-
national Airport - including runway enhance-
ments, expanded capacity, and modernized
lighting and navigational equipment - have po-
sitioned PCW to accommodate growing gener-
al aviation traffic and business travel demand
across the Great Lakes corridor. For more in-
formation about Erie-Ottawa International Air-
port, visit www.portclintonairport.com.

Ottawa County Purple Heart recipients honored at Aug. 7 ceremony

BY SHERITRUSTY

PORT CLINTON - Donald Schultz doesn’t
know exactly what happened when his father,
PFC Clarence Schultz, was wounded while
fighting in the jungles of the Pacific Theatre
during World War II. Clarence’s actions en-
titled him to a Purple Heart, but he wouldn't
talk about it.

“He was wounded, but I don't know how,”
Donald said.

On Aug. 7, Clarence was posthumously rec-
ognized as an Ottawa County Purple Heart re-
cipient during the 2026 National Purple Heart
Day Ceremony at Liberty Aviation Museum.

Clarence enlisted in the Army, became an
artillery gunner, and served from Feb. 4, 1940
until Sept. 5, 1945. He spent 18 months of his
service living in a foxhole. Clarence was part
of the 37th Division, Company D, Ist Platoon.
Beyond those facts, Donald knows little about
his father’s service.

“I know he was a jungle fighter, and T know
he was under hostile mortar fire and saved
three people,” Donald said. “I found that out
from an old newspaper story. He saved three

people, but he never told you. He went to his
deathbed without ever mentioning it.”

Donald attended the Purple Heart Day Cer-
emony with his sisters, Sue Betcher and Lynn
Uher. Donald accepted a Purple Heart Fami-
ly pin in honor of his dad’s service during the
ceremony.

“It’s an honor and a privilege to accept this
for my father,” Donald said. “It’s really special.”

The Purple Heart Day Ceremony was hosted
by David Barth, an Ottawa County Museum
board member who helped the museum earn
the designation as a Purple Heart Trail Muse-
um. Barth organizes a Purple Heart Day Cere-
mony every year.

During the ceremony, Sara Toris, the di-
rector of the Ottawa County Veterans Service
Commission, talked about the history of the
George Washington reenactor,
, spoke in character about the
Badge of Military Merit, the precursor to the
Purple Heart. Ottawa County Museum Cura-
tor Peggy Debien introduced the 2026 honor-
ees, Clarence Schultz and PFC Burton Fritz.
Fritz's family was unable to attend the event.

Clarence Schultz’s children, from left, Sue Betcher, Lynn
Uher, and Donald Schultz, attended the Purple Heart Day
Ceremony that honored their father. With them is Dale
Fellows portraying George Washington. (Photo by Sheri
Trusty)

Toris, who sees firsthand the lasting im-
pact that military service has on veterans,
expressed gratitude to all of veterans who at-
tended the event.

“We thank each and every one of you for
your service, sacrifice, bravery, and courage,”
she said.
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Students learn to fly and fix planes at Jr. Pilot Camp

Pleasedirect any questions

orconcerns to Ali above.

BY CLAY FINKEN, AIRPORT DIRECTOR

PORT CLINTON - Erie-Ottawa Internation-
al Airport and the Liberty Aviation Museum
hosted the annual Jr. Pilot Camp on July 27 to
31. Jr. Pilot Camp welcomed students ages 12
to 18 for a weeklong introduction to a variety
of aviation careers and topics, including how
to become an FAA-certified private pilot and
Airframe & Power Plant Mechanic (A&P).

The 2026 JPC was held Monday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Attendees learned about
the physics and mechanics of flight, toured a
variety of aircraft, and even received actual
flight instruction in a single-engine aircraft
with an FAA Certified Flight Instructor (CFI)
through Griffing Flying Service, Inc. A grad-
uation ceremony was held on Friday, July 31,
in the Liberty Aviation Museum conference
room. Camp instructors included airport
operations employees, museum employees,
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local pilots, flight instructors, current flight
students, and commercial airline pilots.

For more information on the Erie-Ottawa
International Airport and the annual

Students graduate from Jr. ilot Camp on July 31. (Submitted photo)

Jr. Pilot Camp, contact Airport Director tonairport.com or visit our website at www.
Clay Finken via email at director@portclin-

Thoughts in the Key of Life

BY RICHARD MORGAN

The Art Fair, Part 1

It started out OK. Really. But it didn’t end up that way.

Recently, three of us shared a booth at the Arts in the
Park, an art show held at City Park in Port Clinton. Our
booth consisted of a 10-by-10-foot tent, with three ven-
dors. I was hawking my book, as was Brenda Haas, an-
other local author and friend. We shared one table. But
my wife, Jeanne Morgan, was selling paintings. They
took up most of the tent. We kinda had to squeeze ev-
erything in, but it worked.

The weather called for rain all weekend, but Satur-
day was actually very nice. It was sunny most of the day,
and we could push our tables and displays out of the
boundaries of our little tent, just to give us some room.

But this is a two-day show. And the weather for Sun-
day looked much worse than Saturday’s had been. But
hey, Saturday turned out much better than expected,
so we were confident about Sunday. Well, “confident” is
too strong a word. “Hopeful” might be more accurate.

And the weather turned out great...until it didn’t.
The morning was sunny actually, and while there
weren't real big crowds, it wasn't too bad. It looked like
‘we were going to dodge the bad weather again.

And then the rain started. But we were prepared for
that (kinda have to be!) We moved everything under
the canopy of the tent, and we put three of the sides
down and zipped them all together to keep out the
water. OK, we weren't going to sell anything while it
rained, but we were surviving.

But then it all changed. Instantly.

Avery strong wind started blowing in off Lake Erie.
‘Wait--"very strong wind” doesn’t come close. I felt like

I was on Dorothy’s farm in Kansas! The wind was just
screaming. And there was no warning. One minute we
had just rain. The next minute we had rain AND wind.
And not just a breeze. It was a full-blown gale. At least
50 mph, probably much more.

We have a nice tent, but it wasn't designed for this
kind of wind! Thank God Brenda had the sense to
wrap herself up in the northernmost tent side, hold-
ing it with all her might. And it quickly became obvi-
ous that if she let go, the whole tent was going airborne.
‘While Brenda and I had books, books can be replaced.
But Jeanne’s artwork was an entirely different story.
She had paintings that she had spent days working on.
These could not just be reprinted. They would be ru-
ined if Brenda let go.

The trouble was, as long as the sides and top of the
tent were connected, they acted like sails on the tent.
‘We knew we had to get the sides and top off. But we
couldn’t. If we did, all the books and paintings were
going to be ruined from the rain. And besides, it would
take all three of us to do that. And Brenda was hold-
ing the tent down. I was running around trying (and
mostly failing) to keep the sides connected and zipped
so the rain wouldn't ruin all the artwork. If either of us
stopped, everything would be ruined.

So I yelled to Jeanne to run her paintings to her car
as quickly as she could. She started with the biggest and
most expensive ones, wrapping them in plastic as well
as she could, and made her way to the car. The trouble
was her car was about 40 yards away, and she couldn’t
really keep any plastic covering her paintings, because
the wind was blowing everything everywhere...to be
continued.

Read part 2 of “The Art Fair” in the Aug. 20 Beacon.

portclintonairport.com.
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FIND :
WYLIE! ,

Each week Wylie is hiding
somewhere in The Beacon. Tell us
where you find him! A winner will I
be chosen from the correct entries.
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Visit thebeacon.net/find-wylie/
or scan the QR Code below
to submit your entry!

One entry per household.
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Linda  Huber


